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  Over 1,191 flights were delayed, 
108 canceled as travel disruptions impact 
U.S. airports. The smoke from the Cana-
dian wildfires resulted in massive delays 
with several fights being canceled. A sec-
ond wave of storms added to the delays.

Smoke and storms delay flightsLoganberry Books celebrates 19th Annual Author Alley Cuyahoga County to meet after auditor’s rebuke
  Cuyahoga County officials will meet 
after auditor’s rebuke. The four-member justice 
committee will meet after Ohio Auditor Keith 
Faber’s questions on the $1 billion jail project. 
Cuyahoga County Executive Chris Ronayne at-
tempted to bypass the committee. Many of the 
construction contracts were no-bid.
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Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline

last week from 8.77 million 
barrels per day to 9.13 mil-
lion. Total domestic gasoline 
supply decreased from 216.3 
million barrels to 214 mil-
lion. Gasoline production in-
creased last week, averaging 
10 million barrels per day.
 At the close of 
Wednesday’s formal trading 
session, West Texas Interme-
diate fell 92 cents to settle at 
$68.58 a barrel. The EIA re-
ports that crude oil invento-
ries decreased by 3.8 million 
barrels from the previous 
week. At 408.4 million bar-
rels, U.S. crude oil inventories 
are about 7% below the five-
year average for this time of 
year.

 As millions of drivers 
filled up and hit the road for 
the long Independence Day 
weekend, gas prices were the 
lowest they’ve been in several 
weeks. The national average is 
down 40 cents from a month 
ago at $3.79 for a gallon of 
regular. While that number 
is higher than last year, it’s a 
relief from this past spring, 
when the national average 
peaked at $4.56 on May 21. 
Crude oil prices have fallen to 
their lowest levels in months, 
dropping to the $65 per barrel 
range. 
 According to new 
data from the Energy Infor-
mation Administration (EIA), 
gasoline demand increased 
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 Recording pioneer 
Louise Boddie died on June 
21. She was 91 years old.
 Services for Boddie 
were held on July 25 at St. 
James A.M.E. Church, 840 
Cedar Ave., and Rev. George 
L. Russell II officiated.
 Boddie was born on 
February 24, 1935 in Wi-
nona, Mississippi to the late 
Pinky Wynn and Arthur C. 
Jackson.
 Her family moved to 
Cleveland where Boddie at-
tended the Cleveland Public 
Schools, graduating from 
Glenville High School.
 Boddie earned a real 
estate license and worked as 
an agent.
 She married the late 

The day the music died: Recording pioneer Louise Boddie dies

 Loganberry Books Celebrates 19th Annual 
Author Alley August 1-2. Loganberry Books Invites 
Readers & Bibliophiles to 19th Author Alley Long-
standing Cleveland Book Fair Scheduled for August 
1-2. Cleveland book lovers and aspiring writers can 
meet more than 60 authors from northeast Ohio 
(plus a few from further afoot) and purchase their 
books at Loganberry Books’ 19th Annual Author 
Alley.

Thomas R. Boddie, and the 
couple founded Boddie Re-
cording, Inc.
 Their company was 
a pioneer in music, entrepre-
neurship, and Black history.
 Their company be-
came known as the first 
Black-owned and operated 

recording studio and record 
manufacturing company west 
of the Mississippi, and one of 
the earliest African-American-
owned studios in the United 
States.
 The couple created a 
place where artists, choirs, mu-
sicians, and dreamers could be 
heard.
 Their efforts preserved 
voices, stories, sermons, songs, 
and memories that might oth-
erwise have been lost. In rec-
ognition of that lasting con-
tribution, Louise proudly 
represented the Boddie family 
as they were honored by the 
Cleveland Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame in 2024.
 Boddie was the first 
president of the Cleveland 

Business League, for-
merly the Future Outlook 
League. 
 She served on the 
Cleveland Community Re-
lations Board for twenty 
years, serving under four 
mayors.
 She also served 
as a board member of the 
Murtis H. Taylor Human 
Services System and the 
Fourth District Police Citi-
zen Community  Relations 
Committee as a charter 
member.
 She was a long-
time member of St. James 
A.M.E. Church serving as 
class leader, stewardess, 
and a member of the Wom-
en’s Missionary Society.

 She was a proud 
member of the Order of she 
Eastern Star, where her dedi-
cation and leadership were 
recognized as she rose to the 
honored position of Daugh-
ter of Sphinx of Adah Grand 
Chapter, Worthy Matron, and 
past Grand Conductress of 
St. Mary’s Grand Chapter
 President Richard 
Nixon appointed her to rep-
resent minority women in 
business in Ohio at the first 
and second Midwest Region-
al Conferences.
 Boddie was listed in 
Who’s Who Among Women in 
Business.
 She was preceded in 
death by her husband, par-
ents, a daughter, Gloria, sib-
lings, Lillie Bea Whisenton, 
Jimmy Jackson, and Mablean 

Jackson-Bell. 
 She is survived by 
her son and daughter-in-
law, Dennis R. and Fern C. 
Johnson-Boddie; her daugh-
ter, Jeanette M. Boddie; 
her grandchildren, Regina 
Boddie-Ramos (Alex), Eb-
ony Hackle, Eden Watkins, 
Lawrence T.Boddie and Erin 
Calloway; and ten  great-
grandchildren: Emani Carter 
(Trye), Emaya, Elana, Jer-
emi, Rayana, Jernii, Zariyah, 
Aniya, Arielle, and Zalayah.
 Boddie Record-
ing Company, founded by 
Thomas and Louise Bod-
die, was awarded landmark 
status for their business  at 
12202 Union Ave in Mount 
Pleasant.

C.M. APPLING
  
 Long ago, there used to be 
a time when black folks had ‘home 
training’ and had the common sense 
to know better than to air our own, 
cultural dirty laundry in public---es-
pecially in front of white folks. After 
all, African-Americans are always 
on the defense against racist, white 
people judging us with bigoted and 
prejudicial, racial stereotypes. So, 
we have been taught---(well, some 
of us have been taught)---to be care-
ful not to break racial protocol in 
mixed, ethnic company, like: 
 (1) don’t use the N-word 
in front of white people, 
 (2) don’t use slang/ ebon-
ics in front of white people, (and, 
most of all!), 
 PLEASE (3) do not 
scream and curse at your children 
in front of white people. However, 
there is a fourth rule of racial pro-
tocol that continues to stereotype 

Black summer camp becomes fight club
black people in America and that is: 
 (4) do not be loud and bel-
ligerent in front of white people.
 Unfortunately, recently in 
Chicago, a summer camp for black 
youth not only violated this rule, but 
purposefully fed into it blindly. In 
the Village of Dolton, at the Rucker 
Athletic Fitness and Training Center, 
videos on social media have surfaced 
showing the leaders encouraging the 
young children to fight against each 
other, in hallways and bathrooms, 
of which sur-veillance cameras and 
cellphones only captured a fraction 
of what occurred.
 The camp has about 55 
children daily with an adult staff of 
10 and about 8 youth leaders.
 But, instead of having the 
children engaged in fun, non-violent, 
athletic activities, they had the
kids actually fighting each other in 
competition. What is wrong with 
these black counselors?!?
 Have they lost their 

minds?!?
 This incident seems to be yet 
another example of a troubling trend 
and disturbing pattern that has been 
occurring over the last 10 to 15 years 
as I, myself, have been witness to. 40 
years ago, I could go to Thornton Park 
in Shaker Heights and on the Fourth of 
July, you
 I could lay on the hillside and 
watch the fireworks display. Also, 20 
years ago, there was a yearly,
 Fourth of July parade down 
Warrensville Road in Shaker. But, 
about 10 years ago, they stopped hav-
ing the parade because black youth 
would come from other cities and start 
fights during the procession.
 Not only that, but about 10 
years ago, a person could go to Beach-
wood Mall to shop safely without any 
occurrence. Now, the mall has in-
creased police presence with K-9 ani-
mal support because different groups 
of black youth would fight each other 
at the establishment.
 I do not understand this need 
for black youth to show their a** and 
act a fool in public.
 I know the hip-hop commu-
nity in music has a bold defiance of 
legal authority in their raps due to the 
blatant, police brutality in the African-
American community that often re-
ceives no justice against the offending 
officers. I get mad and angry, too. But, 
I don’t use that as an excuse to cause 
random instances of violence in public 
places.
 I actually have nothing 
against fighting in an athletic arena. 
In fact, next to basketball, my favorite 
sport I like to watch is MMA (mixed 
martial arts) competitions in the octa-
gon.
 Even more than traditional 
boxing, MMA is the most extreme 
blood sport. But, what were those 
camp counselors thinking having 
young children fighting each other like 
that? It is a summer camp, not a box-
ing ring!
 This new generation of Afri-
can-American parents and adults seem 
to have no concept of what is and is 
not socially acceptable to teach our 
youth. They may no longer care what 
white people in general may think of 
them, but what they need to worry 
about is what black people should 
think of themselves. If we, as our own 
people, do not establish and enforce 
the values and standards necessary for 

which we will abide by and teach 
our children, then, not not only do 
we play directly into those racist 
stereotypes, but we deserve to be 
judged by them.
  I went to a summer 
camp when I was 10 years old. 
I didn’t want to go at first, but 
when it was over, I was glad I had 
gone. I can just imagine how my 
own parents would have reacted if 
they had sent me to the Rucker’s 
camp and I had come home with 
a black eye and bloody nose after 
a day of ‘athletic fun’? Then, you 
would have seen a REAL fight!-
---between my parents and the 
Rucker’s staff!

By RAS OLUGBENGAl
 
 A recent graduation cer-
emony for a Digital Literacy Pro-
gram (DLP) at the Woodhill Sta-
tion  West apartments brought out 
the pageantry of graduation: caps, 
rose petals, music, food, and even 
more smiles from families, friends 
and the graduates themselves.  
 The free initiative offered 
by The Community Builders (TCB) 
at several locations in the redevel-
oped Woodhill community helps 
residents build essential computer 
skills while opening doors to new 
opportunities.   
 “We do our best to make 
the graduations a big deal,” said Ras 
Olugbenga, TCB director of Com-
munity Life, who noted the impor-
tance of recognizing residents’ hard 
work and accomplishments as they 
gain skills for the digital age. “One 
graduate expressed that at 55 years 
old, this is the first graduation expe-
rience she’s had. We’re making an 
impact!”  
 Launched in October 
2025 by TCB, in partnership with 
the Cuyahoga Metropolitan Hous-
ing Authority (CMHA) and Olivet 
Housing and Community Devel-
opment Corporation, the program 
has already graduated 30 residents 
across five cohorts.TCB hosts the 
eight-session course at its Wood-
hill Station West, Woodhill Cen-
ter East and Woodhill Station East 
residential developments, reducing 
transportation barriers and making 
it easier for residents to participate. 
The program partners collaborate 
to provide instructors and curricu-
lum, along with free laptops to par-

Woodhill Residents gain skills with Digital Literacy Program 
ticipants who complete the course and 
meet attendance requirements. 
Through the program, residents learn 
introductory computer skills and gain 
access to a computer or tablet, not 
just a smartphone. Graduates may 
also connect to local employment op-
portunities after graduation based on 
their newly developed abilities.  It has 
been shown that reliable digital access 
is foundational for academic success, 
securing and maintaining employment, 
accessing financial services, and par-
ticipating fully in today’s increasingly 
digital world.  
 The Digital Literacy Pro-
gram is part of the Buckeye-Woodhill 
HUD CHOICE Neighborhoods grant, 
which aims to increase digital access 
in the neighborhood, along with other 
outcomes.  TCB promotes the classes 
through flyers, word of mouth and re-
ferrals from service coordinators. Ac-

    Boddie

cording to organizers, the program has 
become one of the most well-attended 
offerings at Woodhill since its launch. 
 Woodhill Station East is the 
third phase of the Buckeye-Woodhill 
Choice Transformation 
and held a grand opening in May 
2026. Constructed immediately to the 
east of the award winning Woodhill 
Station West at the corner of Buckeye 
Road and Woodhill Road, these build-
ings developed by TCB are anchors in 
the Buckeye-Woodhill neighborhood 
revitalization delivering new afford-
able apartments for individuals and 
families.  
 “This program is about 
much more than learning to use a 
computer, it’s about building nities, 
strengthening community, and rec-
ognizing accomplishments that may 
have gone uncelebrated for decades,” 
added Olugbenga. 

 A recent graduation ceremony for a Digital Literacy Program (DLP) 
at the Woodhill Station  West apartments brought out the pageantry of gradua-
tion: caps, rose petals, music, food, and even more smiles from families, friends 
and the graduates themselves.

 Boddie Recording Company , founded by Thomas and Loise Boddie, 
was awarded landmark status for their business  at 12202 Union Ave in Mount 
Pleasant.
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VANTAGE POINT YOUR HEALTHYOUR HEALTH
 Ohio Governor Mike 
DeWine, Lt. Governor Jim Tres-
sel, and Ohio Department of 
Development Director Lydia 
Mihalik today announced the 
approval of five projects that 
will create 1,429 new jobs, re-
tain 1,561 jobs statewide, and 
result in more than $239 million 
in investments across Ohio. 
 During its monthly 
meeting, the Ohio Tax Credit 
Authority (TCA) reviewed eco-
nomic development proposals 
brought to the board by JobsO-
hio and its regional partners. 
The projects are expected to re-
sult in more than $93 million in 
new payroll. 
 MMY U.S. Inc. ex-
pects to create 120 full-time-
equivalent positions, generat-
ing more than $7.1 million in 
new annual payroll by Dec. 
31, 2029, as a result of the 

Projects Set to Create 1,429 Jobs, More Than $239 Million in Investments 
company’s project in the city of 
Cleveland (Cuyahoga County). 
MMY U.S. develops modular 
building systems designed to ac-
celerate permanent construction, 
particularly in dense urban envi-
ronments. TCA approved a 1.392 
percent, eight-year Job Creation 
Tax Credit for the project. 
 Here is a problem: 
Did anyone in Cleveland vet this 
company?
 According to a May 
2025 investigative report: " Trou-
bleshooters: Louisville awarded 
pre-fab home builder $1.7 mil-
lion; no homes built yet"
 According to the story, 
" Louisville has pumped $1.5 
million of $1.7 million awarded 
so far into a British-controlled 
company to create a factory to 
pump out prefabricated homes.
Now the city wants to give it 
even more money, but nearly a 
year after the city sold the com-

pany the land to build demon-
stration homes, the WAVE News 
Troubleshooters found nothing 
has been built.
 MMY US won the 
contract to build up to five dem-
onstration homes.
 There was also a big 
press conference when the city 
announced it would help the 
company establish its factory 
in the Parkland neighborhood, 
promising jobs for people liv-
ing in the West End, but WAVE 
found some of those promises 
haven’t been fulfilled a year lat-
er.
 In the Chickasaw 
neighborhood, the only activity 
WAVE found at this vacant lot at 
913 S. 42nd Street sold to MMY 
US was a contractor cutting the 
grass. The grass was knee-high 
at the other location at 531 S. 
18th in the Russell neighborhood 
also sold to the company by the 

city. The project had a deadline.
 “Substantial comple-
tion of the project must be com-
pleted within 90 days,” said a 
city worker at the Landbank 
Authority meeting approving 
the sale of the property. WAVE 
asked why the Landbank Au-
thority said the projects had 
already been approved by con-
struction review and planning 
a year ago. The city said these 
were the first modular house 
projects to be built in the state 
and needed time for more re-
view. The council will review 
the proposals to the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund on June 
2. WAVE also learned from 
MMY’s reports to the city that 
it wants to build 1,000 homes in 
the city over the next five years. 
It suggested $45,000 per house 
was needed to cover its costs. 
That’s $9 million per year. 

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

By NATHANIEL SILLIN

 Resolutions relat-
ed to finances and health, 
two important components 
of everyone’s life, are es-
pecially common. Here are 
a few ways that you could 
tie physical activities to 
achieving your financial 
goals. Hopefully being able 
to tackle both resolutions at 
once can help keep you mo-
tivated for the entire year.
 Compete with 
yourself, or others. If you’re 
up for a little friendly com-
petition, consider creating 
or joining a challenge and 
putting money on the line.
 There’s an online 
app that you can use to 
place a wager on how of-
ten you’ll work out. At the 
end of the week, you have 
to pay your preselected 
amount for each workout 
you miss. But if you com-
plete your workouts for the 
week, you collect a portion 
of the amount paid out by 

everyone else.
 Some people make 
an arrangement with a 
friend where you each agree 
to work out X times a week 
and to pay the other person 
$5 or $10 for each workout 
missed. Or, you could opt to 
make a donation to a char-
ity of your friend’s choice 
rather than pay each other. 
The goal is to provide ac-
countability, and the finan-
cial aspect can add a sense 
of urgency and be a great 
motivational tool.
 Connect an activity 
tracker to rewards programs. 
Several services give you 
points each time you work 
out and let you redeem the 
points for cash, gift cards or 
other prizes. The real trick 
is to use multiple programs 
and maximize your rewards 
from every workout. Some 
employers also provide bo-
nus points to employees that 
use these programs or have 
similar rewards programs of 
their own.

 Make working out 
your work. If you’re looking 
to make a serious lifestyle 
change, and potentially 
some serious money, con-
sider becoming a personal 
trainer or fitness instructor. 
While the certification pro-
cess can be expensive and 
time-consuming, afterward 
you’ll be able to charge cli-
ents for classes or one-on-
one training.
 Or, you could try to 
find flexible and active work 
that suits your interests and 
experience. Gardener, ref-
eree or dog walker could be 
good fits to supplement your 
income.
 Keep exercise-
related expenses down. It 
can be tempting to buy new 
workout equipment or sign 
up for a gym when you’re 
excited about a New Year’s 
resolution. However, there 
are many ways to get fit 
without expensive equip-
ment or a large gym.
 For example, you 
can find videos of free in-
structor-led workouts or 
yoga sequences online or 
try an app that creates and 
leads you through workouts. 
If you want to take up an ac-
tivity that requires facilities, 
look for inexpensive options 
at local community centers.
 Raise money for a 
charity with every step. You 
may not have a strong de-

Healthy ways to increase income
sire to earn money but are 
still looking for a little ex-
tra motivation to work out. 
Similar to the programs that 
reward you with points, 
there are apps like Charity 
Miles that you can use to 
raise money for your favor-
ite charities while exercis-
ing.
 You could also 
sign up for a charity walk, 
run or ride and know that 
when you cross the fin-
ish line you’ll be helping a 
good cause.
  By keeping costs 
down and looking for ways 
to make money while stay-
ing active you can make 
your budget (and body) 
more flexible. This ap-
proach could help you 
stay motivated for longer, 
and you can use the extra 
money to pursue your other 
goals for the year.
 Perhaps you’re 
trying to save for a down 
payment or vacation, fo-
cused on building your re-
tirement savings or look-
ing to make a significant 
impact in your community 
by donating to non-profit 
organizations. Every extra 
dollar can bring you one 
step closer to achieving 
that goal.
 Nathaniel Sillin 
directs Visa’s financial edu-
cation programs. To follow 
Practical Money Skills on 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/

Treatment sought for Lyme Disease
 (NAPSI)-Once almost 
unheard of, Lyme disease is now a 
household word. The U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
estimates there are 20,000 new cas-
es a year, and 10 percent of Ameri-
cans say they know someone with 
chronic Lyme disease.
 Yet the illness is tricky to 
diagnose. In the early phases, Lyme 
disease causes symptoms that can 
easily be mistaken for a case of the 
flu. 
 And while some people 
see a distinctive bull’s-eye−shaped 
rash, not everyone does, and the 
rash doesn’t always look the same. 
As a result, it can take weeks or 
even months to get a correct diag-
nosis.
 Worse yet, as time 
elapses, the bacterium that 
causes the disease becomes 
much harder to eradicate—
making it more difficult to 
treat it effectively. 
 Fortunately, a new 
pilot study shows that AHCC, 
a proprietary medicinal 
mushroom extract developed 
in Japan, can help alleviate 
the symptoms of both early 
and chronic Lyme disease.
 Spread by black-
legged ticks, Lyme disease 
initially causes symptoms 
such as rash, headaches, fa-
tigue, fever, muscle aches, 
and joint pain. 
 Timely treatment 
with antibiotics can be ef-
fective, but if the disease is 
not caught and treated early, 
more serious symptoms such 
as short-term memory loss 
and heart palpitations can 
emerge, as the bacterium 
spreads to the brain and heart.
 Although early-de-
tected Lyme disease can be 
treated with antibiotics last-
ing 14 to 21 days, untreated 
chronic Lyme disease can 
continue for weeks, months, 
or even years after the tick 
bite. 
 Those who have 
reached the chronic stage of 
Lyme disease run the risk of 
symptoms worsening and 
becoming long-term—caus-
ing emotional and physical 
stress.
AHCC is an extract of the 
mycelia (root systems) of 
medicinal mushrooms and 
the best-selling immune 
supplement in Japan. It has 
been shown to modulate the 
body’s immune system in 
more than 20 human clinical 
studies and is used in more 
than 1,000 health care facili-
ties around the world.
 Rather than being 
directly anti-bacterial, AHCC 
increases the numbers and/or 
activity of several kinds of 
immune cells such as natural 
killer cells, T cells, and den-
dritic cells, as well as cyto-
kines, the chemical messen-
gers of the immune system.

 Thanks to this 
ability to dial up immune 
response, AHCC has been 
shown to help prevent or 
treat a variety of bacterial 
and viral diseases such as 
HPV and hepatitis C in hu-
mans, and MRSA, influenza, 
and West Nile in animals. 
 That impressive 
track record inspired a group 
of scientists to study how 
taking AHCC would affect 
Lyme disease patients.
 Lead researcher 
says study results are “a truly 
exciting finding”
 The study, conduct-
ed at The Salerno Center for 
Complementary Medicine in 
New York by Dr. John Saler-
no, enrolled 12 patients with 
a definitive diagnosis of ear-
ly or chronic Lyme disease.
 The participants 
took three grams of AHCC 
per day for eight weeks. At 
the beginning of the study, 
after four weeks, and again 
after eight weeks, 
 Salerno and his as-
sociates measured symptoms 
such as rash, flulike symp-
toms, lymph node swelling, 
neck stiffness, and issues 
with the eyes, joints, and 
muscles, as well as neuro-
logical and cardiovascular 
symptoms. 
 In addition, they 
looked for evidence of the 
bacterium and examined 
markers of immune activity.
 After eight weeks, 
AHCC had improved the 
following symptoms: flulike 
symptoms; eye, joint, and 
muscle problems; and neu-
rological and cardiovascular 
issues. 
 Of the three patients 
who tested positive for IgM 
antibodies (produced by the 
body at the beginning of a 

Lyme disease infection) at the 
beginning of the study, none 
still had the antibodies at 
the conclusion. Of particular 
note, AHCC also significantly 
decreased inflammation.
 “Inflammation is 
what makes Lyme disease so 
debilitating,” Salerno com-
mented. “The fact that AHCC 
could reduce inflammation 
and improve Lyme symptoms 
is a truly exciting finding.”
 AHCC may offer 
protection against Lyme dis-
ease infection
 It is possible that 
taking AHCC proactively 
could prevent Lyme disease 
infection in the first place. A 
weak immune system makes 
the body more vulnerable to 
any kind of infection, whether 
from a virus, parasite, or bac-
terium. The stronger your im-
mune system, the more likely 
it is to either prevent infec-
tion in the first place or clear 
an established infection more 
quickly.
 In the case of Lyme 
disease, giving the immune 
system an assist in the form 
of more immune cells—and 
more active immune cells—
could mean the difference 
between the infection being 
eliminated by the body in the 
early stages or developing 
into chronic Lyme disease, 
with its more serious symp-
toms. 
 And as the new 
study demonstrated, even for 
those with chronic Lyme, 
AHCC can help mitigate de-
bilitating symptoms through 
reducing inflammation, offer-
ing new hope for those who 
often feel hopeless.
 For more informa-
tion about AHCC or this 
study, visit www.ahccre-
search.org.
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Islam In The Community

Wanted 
Cleveland Buckeyes Baseball Team

Baseball Collectibles 
Items From Other Cleveland Teams That 
Played In The Professional Negro League
Autographed Baseballs - Photos - Programs

Bats - Schedules - Yearbooks - Tickets - Movies
Guides - Buttons - Postcards - Baseball Cards

Also Wanted Items On:
Satchel Paige - Larry Doby - Luke Easter  

Minnie Monoso - Al Smith 
Dave Pope - Dave Hoskins

Paying Top Dollar 
Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674

READ
EAST SIDE

DAILY NEWS 
ON LINE

www.eastsidedailynews.com
Call (216) 721-1674

Wanted Experience
Journalist

Call (216) 721-1674

Newspaper For Sale
Ideal For Person

Who Wants To Be
Involved In Total
Cleveland Area!

Call (216) 721-1674

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
Imam Mutawaf  Shaheed

216-331-5868
email: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
2690 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44104

Letters To The Editor
Submit to:

esdn1@yahoo.com

Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To:  Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday
Grafton Correction........... $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.        NO Refunds
                                                                 Money Must Be In A Week
                                                                 In Advance NO Exceptions 
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures

Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries

Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your 

Material Professionally

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of 
Foreign And Domestic Parts

Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

3210 East 65th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

By Dr. JAMES L. SNYDER

 Life has its many ex-
periences. I’m about to hit num-
ber 75 this month, a big experi-
ence for me.
 I’m not sure how to 
celebrate my 75th birthday, es-
pecially since I’ve done just 
about everything, so no 75 can-
dles on my cake.
 The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage’s birthday is 
two days after mine. Also, she’s 
two years older than me, but you 
didn’t hear me say that.
 When we go across 
town for any business, we al-
ways take The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage’s Sissy Van. 
After all, she does not like riding 
in my truck. Also, she prefers to 
sit behind the steering wheel. I 
don’t like to sit there because it 
takes me almost an hour to get in 
behind that wheel. I don’t know 
if the Sissy Van is too small or if 
I’m just too big.
 Personally, I don’t 
mind her driving her Sissy Van. I 
can barely get into the passenger 
side, but I do. Every time I ride 
in the Sissy Van, I learn to ap-
preciate my truck all the more.
 My truck is a man’s 
vehicle. I enjoy getting behind 
the steering wheel and drive 
around town. It’s my way of ex-
ercising my manhood.
 The Sissy Van is a 
completely different situation. 
I’ve been riding with The Gra-

cious Mistress of the Parsonage 
for several years now, and I hope 
it will be a lot more years ahead.
 Almost a month ago, 
I had one of those “moments.” 
I don’t often get “moments” like 
this, but when I do, I like to take 
advantage of it.
 Over the years of rid-
ing in the Sissy Van, I have 
discovered certain “buttons” to 
push. It took me a long time to 
discover this, but once I did, it 
made riding that much more 
pleasant for me.
 I have always enjoyed 
figuring out certain “buttons” to 
push on the people around me. 
I’ve always got a kick out of 
that, and there have been times I 
have gotten into trouble. But the 
trouble has always been worth it 
in my opinion.
 As we were driving 
across town, I started pushing 
those “buttons.”
 Coming to a traffic 
light that had just turned red I 
said, “The light is red and you 
need to stop.”
 The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage just looked at 
me after we had come to a stop 
at the red light. It was all I could 
do to keep from laughing. But I 
managed it 
 When the light turned 
green, I said to her, “The light 
is green and you need to get go-
ing.”
 All I heard from the 
other side was a deep sigh. I’m 
not sure how I’m going to be 

able to keep from laughing, but 
I’m going to work on it as long 
as I can.
 We were going across 
town to celebrate our birthday at 
a restaurant 
 When we left the res-
taurant, we were going to a store 
for The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage to purchase some 
supplies for her craft room. We 
stopped at a red light, and a lady 
was crossing the road, and I 
said, “Oh, my dear, don’t hit that 
lady. 
 There is a deep sigh 
going on on the other side of the 
front seat 
 After the stoplight, we 
were to turn left. So as the light 
turned green, I said, “You need 
to turn left right here.”
 The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage didn’t say any-
thing at that time, but I knew that 
marbles were rolling in her head. 
I sure do love pushing buttons.
 When she got back 
from the store and got into the 
Sissy Van, and before she turned 
the engine on, she looked at me 
and said, “Are you having a cra-
zy episode?” 
 Looking at her, I 
calmly said, “I don’t know what 
you’re talking about.” 
 “Oh, yes you do. And 
if you want me to drive home 
you’re gonna have to let me do 
the driving.”
 It was then that I lost 
control and started laughing. As 
I looked at her, I noticed that she 
was not laughing.
 “I’m sorry,” I said, 
“I was just having a little bit of 
fun.”
 Looking at me, she 
replied, “You may think it’s fun 
but you don’t see me laughing, 
do you?”
 She started the engine 
up, and we left the parking lot 
and headed home. Whenever she 
came to a traffic light to stop, she 
would look at me with one of 
her looks and say, “Don’t say a 
word.”
 It was all I could do to 
keep from laughing. I found new 
buttons to push, and I’m happy 
about it.
 While I was thinking 
about this, a Bible verse came to 
mind.
 “And let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works: Not forsak-
ing the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching” (Hebrews 
10:24-25).
 Thinking of this scrip-
ture challenged me to use my 
time uplifting the people around 
me instead of pushing their “but-
tons”. To encourage someone 
in his or her life is probably the 
most important thing I can do. I 
may be the only person that can 
do that in someone’s life. I’m 
going to focus on that for the rest 
of my life.
 My focus will be find-
ing the encouragement “but-
tons.” I may be the only person 
in their life who can push that 
“button”. 
 Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives with his wife, Martha, 
in Silver Springs Shores. Call 
him at 1-866-552-2543. or e-
mail jamessnyder2@att.net 
or website www.jamessny-
derministries.com.

 

I found another button to push
A Look At My World

 On July 29, an Is-
raeli airstrike in central Gaza 
City obliterated the Al-Mut-
taqin Mosque and tents shel-
tering displaced Palestinians, 
resulting in extensive dam-
age to nearby residences and 
leaving hundreds homeless, 
according to Anadolu Ajansi.
 The strike further 
exacerbated the humanitar-
ian crisis in the area, follow-
ing previous Israeli attacks 
that had already displaced 
numerous families.
 Despite a ceasefire, 
Israel’s ongoing military of-
fensive has significantly im-

Israeli strike destroys Gaza mosque, displacement tents, leaving hundreds homeless
pacted the region, with Pal-
estinian authorities reporting 
over 73,000 deaths and wide-
spread destruction of civilian 
infrastructure.
  An Israeli airstrike 
destroyed a mosque and tents 
sheltering displaced Palestin-
ians in central Gaza City on 
Tuesday, leaving hundreds 
homeless, Anadolu Ajansi re-
ported.
 An Anadolu corre-
spondent said Israeli fighter 
jets struck the Al-Muttaqin 
Mosque, located near the 
Young Men’s Christian As-
sociation (YMCA) in central 

Gaza City, completely de-
stroying the building.
 The strike also de-
stroyed tents housing dis-
placed families and caused 
extensive damage to nearby 
homes and civilian property.
 According to the 
correspondent, hundreds of 
Palestinians were left home-
less following the attack 
amid widespread destruction 
in the area.
 The destroyed tents 
had been sheltering families 
displaced after Israeli attacks 
destroyed their homes, forc-
ing them to live in harsh con-

ditions with limited access to 
basic necessities.
 The YMCA in Gaza 
is a Christian community in-
stitution that provides youth, 
sports, social and humanitar-
ian services to residents of 
the enclave regardless of re-
ligion.
 The attack comes 
as Israel continues its daily 
attacks in the Gaza Strip de-
spite a ceasefire agreement 
that took effect on Oct. 10, 
2025.
 On July 2, Gaza’s 
Ministry of Endowments and 
Religious Affairs said Israeli 
attacks had completely de-
stroyed 1,050 mosques and 
partially damaged 191 others 
out of the 1,275 mosques that 
existed in the enclave before 
the war.
 Since Israel 
launched its military offen-
sive on Gaza on October 8, 
2023, more than 73,000 Pal-
estinians have been killed 
and more than 174,000 
wounded, while around 90 
per cent of the enclave’s ci-
vilian infrastructure has been 
destroyed, according to Pal-
estinian authorities. — Ber-
nama-Anadolu
 The Israeli inva-
sion of Gaza, which began 
as a result of the Gaza war 
on 7 October 2023, has re-
sulted in significant destruc-
tion and damage to numer-
ous religious sites including 
mosques and churches.
 On 19 October 
2023, an Israeli airstrike hit 
the Church of Saint Porphy-
rius, where 500 people were 
sheltering. 
 On 8 November 
2023, Israel bombed and 
destroyed the Khalid bin al-
Walid Mosque.
 By 13 November 
2023, at least sixty mosques 
had been destroyed by Israeli 
bombs.
  In December 2023, 
an Israeli bombing destroyed 
the Great Mosque of Gaza.
At least seven people were 
killed in an Israeli airstrike 
on a Rafah mosque full of 
displaced people on 23 Feb-
ruary 2024.
  Five people were 
killed in a mosque in north-
ern Gaza that was bombed 
without warning. The al-Ri-
ad mosque in Khan Younis 
was heavily damaged by an 
Israeli bombing on 9 March 
2024.
 On 24 August 2024, 
Israeli forces attacked and 
destroyed a 96-year-old his-
toric Bani Saleh Mosque in 
Khan Yunis, where they also 
insulted the Quran and then 
set it on fire.
 By 10 March 2024, 
more than 1,000 mosques 
had been destroyed by Israeli 
attacks. In May 2024, an Is-
raeli bombing on a mosque 
in Gaza City reportedly 
killed at least 10 people.
 Damaged mosques

 The Great Omari 
Mosque in Gaza City was hit 
by an Israeli airstrike during 
the invasion.
 The ruins of Hassan 
el-Banna mosque in Deir al-
Balah Governate
 Khalid bin Al-
waleed Mosque: This 
mosque located in Khan Yu-
nis was allegedly targeted by 
the Israeli army, resulting in 
considerable damage.
 Great Omari 
Mosque: One of the oldest 
mosques in historic Palestine, 
the Great Omari Mosque in 
Gaza City was hit by an Is-
raeli airstrike.
 Sayed al-Hashim 
Mosque: This mosque was 
damaged during an Israeli 
airstrike.
 The Gaza’s medi-
eval Omari Mosque
 The ancient Othman 
bin Qashqar Mosque
 The Katib al-Wilaya 
Mosque
 The Al-Bukhari 
Mosque
 The Khalil Al-Rah-
man mosque
 The Al-Ansar 
Mosque
 The Abu Khadra 
Mosque was destroyed in 
October 2023.
 Ahmed Yassin 
mosque at Al-Shati refugee 
camp, Gaza City was de-
stroyed on 9 October 2023.
 Al-Gharbi mosque 
at Gaza City was destroyed 
on 9 October 2023.
 Al Amin Muham-
mad Mosque at Khan Yunis 
was destroyed on 20 October 
2023.
 The Saad bin Abi 
Waqqas Mosque
 Al-Hassan Mosque: 
Israeli airstrikes targeted the 
mosque in Tuffah, killing 16 
Palestinians on 16 November 
2023 during dawn prayers.
 Jaffa Mosque in 
Deir al-Balah was destroyed 
in December 2023.
 October 2024 Shu-
hada al-Aqsa mosque bomb-
ing in Deir al-Balah.
 Zofor Domri 
Mosque in Shuja’iyya was 
bombed on three occasions 
and bulldozed.
 Damaged churches
 The Church of Saint 
Porphyrius: Located in Gaza 
City, considered one of the 
oldest churches in the world, 
was hit by an Israeli missile 
on October 19, 2023. As a re-
sult of the attack, 18 people 
were killed and many were 
injured.
 The Holy Family 
Church: The only Catholic 
church in Gaza City. A moth-
er and daughter were killed 
by an Israeli sniper while 
leaving the church on 16 
December 2023. On 17 July 
2025, the church was struck 
by Israeli tank fire.
 The Byzantine 
Church of Jabalia
 St. Hilarion Monas-
tery

 The destruction of 
religious places has had a 
profound impact on the local 
community. As many of these 
sites served as shelters for 
displaced Palestinians, their 
destruction resulted in count-
less casualties.
  The loss of these 
cultural and religious land-
marks has been described as 
a form of cultural genocide. 
The damage to these sites has 
also affected the religious and 
cultural practices of the local 
population, further exacer-
bating the humanitarian crisis 
in Gaza.
 Hundreds of imams 
and religious scholars have 
also been killed as a result of 
the campaign in Gaza.  

 The Palestinian 
Ministry of Awqaf and Re-
ligious Affairs has said that 
about 300 Islamic scholars, 
including Quran teachers, Is-
lamic preachers and imams, 
have been killed in military 
strikes.
 Palestinians are 
praying for an end to the con-
flict.

 Palestinians run for cover as smoke and fire rise during 
an Israeli strike on the the Al-Muttaqin Mosque in Gaza City on 
July 28, 2026. 

 On 19 October 2023, an Israeli airstrike hit the Church of 
Saint Porphyrius, where 500 people were sheltering. 

 On 24 August 2024, Israeli forces attacked and destroyed 
a 96-year-old historic Bani Saleh Mosque in Khan Yunis, where 
they also insulted the Quran and then set it on fire.
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BY KARL BRYANT  

     The Cavs re-signed star Donovan Mitchell to a four-
year contract extension. It’s speculated this was a sig-
nal to Hometown Hero LeBron James -a Free Agent 
- that they are committed to winning right now in The 
Land. It’s definitely a positive move in the LBJ Sweep-
stakes.           

  ClevelandPickleball.com Classic 2026 - 
Registration is now OPEN! Saturday, August 8, 
at  38575 Lakeshore Blvd, Osborne Park, Wil-
loughby.$55/player and includes one event Mens / 
Womens / Mixed This is the 5th annual Cleveland-
Pickleball.com CLASSIC tournament!  Bringing 
together the best of Northeast Ohio Pickleballers! 
https://app.pickleballden.com/external-tourna-
ment/1307841

 Pickleball Classic to be held

Guardians Searching for More Runs
BY KARL BRYANT 

     The “2nd Half” of the 
2026 MLB Season has not 
gone too well for the Guard-
ians. As of Press Time, they 
have gone a substandard 5-8 
since the All-Star Break and 
have lost 6 of their last 8 
games. The paucity of runs 
scored has been their obvi-
ous problem,
    They’ve scored only 
22 runs in those last eight 
games. In fact, they’ve 
scored just 47 runs in the 
“2nd Half,” with a Baker’s 
Dozen (13) of those coming 
in an outlier of a game, if 
there ever was one, as they 
hammered an incongruous 
seven HRs in a 13-4 win 
over the Twins. They’ve 
only hit seven more HRs 
in all the other games com-

bined since the ASG. Fine 
performances by starting 
pitchers, especially during 
the last eight games, have 
been wasted. 
      Looking back at Tues-
day’s Day-Night Double-
Header, necessitated by a 
rainout from the night be-
fore. The Guardians started 
the day in fine fashion, as 
Kyle Manzardo hit a Grand 

 War on the Shore XXIII Pro-AM boxing show will be held 

on July 11 at 4:00 p.m. at the Lasalle Theater, 823 E. 185th Street, 

For information, contact Bryan Gedeon at 216-956-1362.

Slam HR in the 1st Inning 
of the earlier make-up game 
of the Rainout from the 
night before. None of those 
four runs were earned as 
Cincy’s P Chase Burns was 
victimized by an error by 
2B Edwin Arroyo, but they 
all crossed home plate and 
counted. 
     The Reds eventually took 

a 5-4 lead, but Chase De-
Lauter, who got aboard on 
that fortuitous error in the 
1st, tied the game with a 
5th Inning Sac Fly. DeLaut-
er then scored the even-
tual winning run as Bray-
an Rocchio knocked him 
in with a Safety Squeeze 
Sacrifice Bunt in the 8th. 
Colin Holderman (6-2) got 

to give CLE 15 Ks for the 
game. For his efforts, he 
was sent back to AAA Co-
lumbus after the contest.
      At least CLE saved the 
best for last as they won 
the series finale, 6-1.They 
scored four runs in the 5th 
Inning on one hit! How so? 
It went: safe on error; field-
ers choice; walk; the one hit 
by Bazzana, which scored a 
run; KS; bases-loaded walk 
to score a run; bases-loaded 
walk to score a run; Sac 
Fly; and an inning-ending 
grounder. That’s the for-
mula to score four runs the 
Guardians way. In the 7th, 
Monzardo homered and 
Steven Kwan hit a Sac Fly 
as insurance. Reliever Eric 
Sabrowski (4-2) got the 
win. Since CLE beat their 
Designated InterLeague 
Rival, Cincinnati, in 4 of 6 
contests this season, they 
win the 2026 Ohio Cup! 
       Getting back to non-
Ohio Cup reality, it was 
thought that the return of 
Jose Ramirez would spark 
the CLE Offense, but to 
date, since coming off the 
IL, in seven games, he’s 
just 7 of 31 with two RBI 
and four runs scored. An-
gel Martinez soon followed 
Ramirez in coming off the 
IL, but at Press Time, he’s 
played in five games and, as 
of yet, has not got a hit in 15 
At Bats. If these two aren’t 
producing, where will the 
runs come from?
     The Guardians hope to 
figure things out as they 
return to The Land for an 
unusual Homestand where 
they face two NL teams, the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and 
the NY Mets.

Browns Open Training Camp
BY KARL BRYANT 

     The Browns opened 
Training Camp 2026 on 
Wednesday, July 29. The 
first practice that’s Open 
to the public will be Fri-
day, July 31. 
 All of the FREE 
tickets for the nine Open 
practices already have 
been claimed. Perhaps 
secondary markets may 
have some become 
available. 

     The Browns first Pre-
Season Game will be 
Home on Saturday, Au-
gust 22, at 1PM vs. Buf-
falo. 
 After opening 
the season with two 
Away games in FLA, the 
Browns Regular Sea-
son’s first Home contest 
will be Sunday, Septem-
ber 27 at 1PM vs. Caro-
lina.

the rare “W,” 6-5. Closer 
Cade Smith, who hasn’t had 
many Save opportunities 
lately since his team hasn’t 
had many late-inning leads, 
posted his Major League-
leading 30th Save. Six CLE 
pitchers struck out 10. So 
the day started out nicely 
as CLE ended a five-game 
skid, but sadly, their in-
ability to score runs soon 
returned.
     The 2-0 Nightcap loss 
was the most glaring ex-
ample of a waste of first 
rate pitching. Gavin Wil-
liams (10-6) allowed just 
three hits and struck out 12 
in 7.0 innings, but absorbed 
the “L” because he had the 
temerity to throw a 1st In-
ning Gopher Ball to Cincy’s 
JJ Bleday and Wild Pitched 
home a Reds insurance run 
in the 5th. His teammates 
also managed just three 
hits, but that was facing five 
Cincinnati relievers who 
combined for a Shutout in a 
Bullpen Game! Old Friend 
Terry Francona’s Bullpen 
usually has been his team’s 
Achilles Heel (in a nod to 
“The Odyssey”), but they 
performed admirably once 
they faced batters from The 
Land. It was the Guardians 
third time being shut out in 
four games.
     On a positive note, 
Guardian Daniel Espino, 
who’s had a long rehabili-
tation from arm problems, 
and was the Double Dip 
Call-up (27th man) for the 
Double-Header, walked the 
first batter he faced and al-
lowed him to advance to 
3B on a couple of steals, 
but meanwhile, struck out 
the next three Reds batters, 

Ramirez Martinez Messick Smith Bazzana

 

 The Browns opened Training Camp 2026 on Wednesday, 
July 29.

Spain wins World Cup beating Argentina

BY KARL BRYANT 

     Lebron James decided 
he’ll have a better chance 
to chase a Championship 
in the City of Brotherly 
Love. He chose Philadel-
phia over his Hometown 
Cavs and other suitors to 
continue his career for 

two more years.
   Apparently, LBJ 
thought joining newly 
acquired Jaylen Brown, 
former MVP Joel Embiid, 
and Tyrese Maxey on the 
76ers would be the best 
way to pursue a title on 
what he said would be his 
last team.

James heads to Philly

BY ANDREW CARTER

 Spain beat Ar-
gentina, 1-0, to win 
the 2026 World Cup. 
The game was no-
where near as close as 
the score would indi-
cate. Argentina set a 
record for a WC Final 
by getting ZERO shots 
in regulation. They 
managed two in extra 
time (OT). Both were 
blocked. Meanwhile, 
Spain peppered the 
Argentine goal with 
20 shots!

     Argentina G  Fer-
ran Torres finally 
scored in the 106’ 
mark. Spain G Emil-
iano Martinez should 
be given hazardous 
duty pay for having 
to make 11 Saves on 
shots on goal. Spain 
G Unai Simon had to 
make no Saves. He al-
lowed only one goal 
in the Tournament - to 
Belgium in a 2-1 win 
- to be named best 
goalie of the World 
Cup. Spain’s Rodri 
was named World Cup 

MVP. 
     Argentina’s Enzo 
Fernandez didn’t help 
his side for being card-
ed off for his second 
game infraction three 
minutes into 2nd Half 
stoppage time. Their 
star, Lionel Messi, 
was hounded through-
out the contest and his 
teammates rarely got 
him the ball. He had 
one late shot.
     In match that brings 
to mind the (non) De-

fense shown in the 
NBA All-Star Game, 
England beat France, 
6-4, to win 3rd Place. 
France’s Kylian 
Mbappe scored twice 
for to be leading scorer 
in the World Cup. All 
consolation prizes.
     Spain’s Women 
also won the Women’s 
World Cup in 2023, 
making this the first 
time that the reigning 
Men’s and Women’s 
Champions were from 
the same country.
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Morgan Freeman’s Top 10 Films
By C.M. APPLING

 Back in Hollywood, in 
the 1930’s, the only ‘Negro’ or 
‘Colored’ person white America
felt ‘safe’ and ‘comfortable’ 
watching on film was Bill ‘Bo-
jangles’ Robinson.  
 A tap dance master, he 
often co-starred onscreen with 
the iconic, curly-red-haired, 
child prodigy, Shirley Temple, in 
movie classics like The Littlest 
Rebel (1935).  However, with 
the beginning of the civil rights 
movement in the 1950’s, images 
of black men in motion-pictures 
also changed.  They began to 
fight for roles where their char-
acters were equal as human be-
ings to their white counter-parts, 
rather than as docile ands sub-
missive parodies of a person.
 Eventually, over time, 
African-American men have 
achieved equality in film with 
Caucasian, male actors.  And, 
during that time, an ‘old guard’ 
of black actors has gained the 
dignity and respect to be viewed 
as the ‘elder statesmen’ of black 
Hollywood.  In this honorable, 
cinematic pantheon, legends 
such as Sidney Poitier, Harry 
Belafonte, and the late Ossie 
Davis are founders of this exclu-
sive club.  But, perhaps no other 
performer symbolizes this small 
group better than Morgan Free-
man.  And, there are 10 films 
where he displays his consider-
able talent as an acting, screen 
senior:
 #10  Olympus Has 
Fallen  (2013)  Action/Thriller.  
Directed by African-American 
filmmaker Antoine Fuqua, Free-
man portrays the Speaker of 
the House who is suddenly ap-
pointed as acting President when 
Asian terrorists seize control of 
the White House and hold the 
real President hostage.  Released 
during the ‘Age of Obama’ po-
litical period, Freeman is a com-
etent, patriotic, [substitute] Com-
mander-In-Chief.  The sequel 
was London Has Fallen (2016).
 #9  Kiss The Girls  
(1997)  Thriller.  Adapted from 
author James Patterson’s ‘Alex 
Cross’ series (with book titles 
that reflect children’s nursery 
rhymes), Freeman stars as fo-

rensics psychologist Cross who 
helps a white woman find her 
former kidnapper, the ‘Casanova 
killer,’has imprisoned several 
women, including Cross’ niece.  
(It’s good to see a black man in a
leading role such as this).  The 
sequel was Along Came A Spi-
der (2001).
 #8  Wanted  (2008)  
Action/Thriller.  Taken from the 
Top Cow comic book limited se-
ries of the same name, this vio-
lent, pulse-pounding offering has 
Freeman as the leader of a secret 
society of assassins (called ‘The 
Fraternity’) who betrays his own 
people to further his personal 
quest for power.  Wanted has ev-
erything you ‘want’ in an action 
movie as well as a satiric sense 
of humor.
 #7  Batman Begins  
(2005)  Action/Thriller.  As the 
first chapter in director Christo-
pher Nolan’s ground-breaking 
trilogy, Freeman stars as Lucius 
Fox: the African-American ex-
ecutive and tech expert at Wayne 
Enterprises who assists its own-
er, Bruce Wayne, to fight crime 
in Gotham City in Wayne’s bat-
driven, super-hero alter-ego.  A 
DC Comics-inspired classic, its 
sequel, The Dark Knight (2008) 
was even better, and the third 
was The Dark Knight Rises 
(2012).
 #6  Bruce Almighty  
(2003)  Comedy.  Literally in the 
role of an eternity, Freeman is no
less than the ultimate, omnipo-
tent deity himself, GOD, who 
temporarily gives his limitless 
power to a frustrated, TV news 
reporter, Bruce (Jim Carrey), to 
take a break and teach Bruce a 
lesson.  Placing a black man in 
the image of GOD is liberally 
progressive, but giving Freeman 
the role is perfection.
 #5  Driving Miss Dai-
sy  (1989)  Drama.  Taking place 
from the 1950’s to the 1980’s, 
Freeman portrays an African-
American chauffeur who forms a 
deep friendship with the elderly,
Southern, Jewish-American ma-
triarch (Jessica Tandy) he drives 
around.  It won Oscars for Best 
Picture and Best Actress but 
Freeman drew some criticism 
from the black community for 
the somewhat submissive role.  

But, it has that classic quote 
Tandy utters:  “Hoke, you’re my 
best friend.”
 #4  Glory  (1989)  Bi-
ography/Drama.  Based on a true 
story, it stars Caucasian actor 
Matthew Broderick as civil war, 
Union Colonel Robert Gould 
who leads the first, all-Negro 
regiment, the 54th Massachu-
setts Volunteer Infantry.  Free-
man plays a wise gravedigger 
who, with the other, black re-
cruits, desperately want the hon-
or to fight in battle.  After Driv-
ing Miss Daisy, Freeman found 
redemption in this motion-pic-
ture.
 #3  Se7en  (1995)  
Drama/Thriller.  In this brilliant, 
psychologically-disturbing film,
Freeman plays a retiring, Af-
rican-American detective who 
temporarily teams with a newly-
transferred, young Caucasian 
detective (Brad Pitt) to solve his 
last case: a severely sick serial-
killer who targets victims for vi-
olating one of the seven, deadly 
sins, by elaborating the deaths
with detailed symbolism.
 #2  The Shawshank 
Redemption  (1994)  Drama.  
Based on a novel from horror 
author Stephen King, Freeman 
stars as a prison convict in a cor-
rupt, Maine penitentiary, who 
is released after decades behind 
bars, to reunite with his Cauca-
sian best-friend (Tim Robbins) 
who escaped wrongful incar-
ceration years earlier and ex-
posed the bad officials to justice.  
A modern classic you never get 
tired watching for its exemplary 
filmmaking.
 #1  Lean On Me  
(1989)  Drama/Biography.  
Based on actual events, Freeman 
gives his iconic, performance 
of a lifetime as Principal Joe 
Clark: an abrasive, no-nonsense 
educator who was able to make 
the miraculous transformation 
of a predominately-black, New 
Jersey high school from a dan-
gerous, violent and chaotic envi-
ronment to that of an institution 
of academic achievement.  As 
Clark, Freeman is so serious in 
his portrayal that it is hilarious at 
times.  Yet, it is his most moving, 
starring vehicle and cinematic 
opus.

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

Chris' Cinema Trivia &Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



  

TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

 1. In the comedy 
Like Mike (2002), teen-
rapper Bow wow stars as 
an orphan who finds a pair 
of old sneakers he believes 
once belonged to Michael 
Jordan and then becomes an 
NBA superstar, but who is the 
dark-skinned, romantic actor 
who plays the lead player of 
the losing team Bow Wow's 
character joins?
 2.  Rapper/actor 
Busta Rhymes made his 
film debut as a supporting 
character in director John 
singleton's High Learning 
(1995), as well as Singleton's 
2000 remake of the classic, 
Shaft, but in what horror 
film does Busta Rhymes star 
opposite model/actress Tyra 
Banks against the unstop-
pable, psychotic, monster/
serial killer Michael Myers?
 3. In XXX (2002), 
light-skinned, action star 
Vin Diesel is an "extreme" 
thrill-seeker named Xander 
Cage who is recruited to 
become a secret agent by the 
government under the code 

name of "XXX," but who 
is the modern, black, acting 
legend who stars as Cage's 
boss, "Augustus Gibbons," 
in the film"?
 4.  In what film 
drama does Wesley Snipes 
and Ving Rhames star as rival 
prison inmates who ultimate-
ly face-off against each other 
in the secret, "underground" 
world of correctional facility 
boxing matches?
 5. In director  Tim 
Story's ensemble comedy 
Barbershop (2002), rapper/
actor Ice cube stars with Eve 
and Sean Patrick Thomas 
as employees of Ice Cube's 
character's late father's busi-
ness, but who portrays the 
shop's hilarious, older barber 
who offers his wit and wis-
dom of age to the younger 
barbers? 

ANSWERS:  1. Morris 
Chestnut 2. Halloween Res-
urrection (2002) 3. Samuel 
L. Jackson 4: Undisputed 
(2002) 5. Cedric The Enter-
tainer

MOVIE MATCH-UP – (The Brothers)

ACTOR/DIRECTORS:
1. Bill Bellamy
2. Morris Chestnut
3. 'Gary Hardwick
4. D.L. Hughley
5. Shemar Moore
CHARACTERS:
a) Directed the movie
b) Dates white, karate   

     instrucxtor
c) Has sexually timid wife
d) Player who gets 
    engaged
e) His nightmares about 
    commitment

ANSWERS: 1, b;  2, d;  3, 
e; 4, a;  5, c

Anthony Hamilton and Leela James to perform at State Theatre
 Anthony Hamilton 
and Leela James to perform 
at State Theatre on October 
17 at 8:00 p.m.
 Proclaimed a "na-
tional treasure" by the Los 
Angeles Times, GRAM-
MY® Award-winning sing-
er, songwriter, producer, and 
actor Anthony Hamilton has 
achieved global sales of 
over 50+ million albums. 
The North Carolina Music 
Hall of Fame inductee no-

tably performed for Nelson 
Mandela, President Obama 

and First Lady Michelle, and 
most recently President Joe 
Biden cementing his place in 
the history books as the "nar-
rator of love."  
 Introduced by way 
of the iconic 2003 smash 
"Charlene," his raw, awe 
inspiring performances gar-
nered the attention of NPR, 
where he starred in their 
Noteworthy documentary se-
ries. He appeared in Ameri-
can Gangster and lent his 
voice to "Freedom" from 
the Academy®  Award-nom-
inated Django Unchained. 
Hamilton sang the National 
Anthem at the 2019 NBA All-
Star Game in his hometown 
of  Charlotte and released his 
tenth full-length studio al-
bum, LOVE IS  THE NEW 

BLACK, amid all the racial 
injustices of George Floyd 
and the COVID-19 global 
pandemic.    
 Hamilton signed 
with Uptown Records, an im-
print of MCA Records to re-
cord his debut studio album 
XTC; scheduled for release 
in 1996, it was ultimately 
shelved due to its singles fail-
ing to chart. He then gained 
recognition for his guest per-
formance on Nappy Roots' 
2002 single "Po' Folks", 
which peaked at number 21 
on the Billboard Hot 100 and 
led him to sign with Jermaine 
Dupri's So So Def Record-
ings, an imprint of Arista Re-
cords.
 Hamilton's second 
studio album, Comin' from 
Where I'm From (2003) re-
ceived platinum certification 
by the Recording Indus-
try Association of America 
(RIAA), earned four Gram-
my Award nominations, and 
spawned the 2004 single 
"Charlene", which peaked at 
number 19 on the Billboard 
Hot 100. His third and fourth 
albums, Ain't Nobody Wor-
ryin' (2005) and The Point 
of It All (2008), both peaked 
within the top 20 of the Bill-
board 200 and received gold 
certifications by the RIAA. 
He then parted ways with 
So So Def in favor of RCA 
Records to release his fifth 
and sixth albums, Back to 
Love (2011) and What I'm 
Feelin' (2016). Hamilton has 
won a Grammy Award from 
12 nominations, and is also 
known for his song "Free-
dom" (with Elayna Boyn-
ton), which he co-wrote and 
performed for the soundtrack 
album to the 2012 film Djan-
go Unchained.
 Leela James is an 
American R&B and soul 
singer-songwriter acclaimed 
for her gritty, emotive vocals 
and fusion of classic soul 
with contemporary R&B. 
Dubbed “The Goddaughter 
of Soul” by James Brown, 
she debuted with A Change Is 
Gonna Come (2005) and has 
released eight studio albums, 
earning two Billboard Adult 
R&B No.1 singles including 
Complicated. Notable works 
include Fall For You, certi-
fied Gold, and a tribute al-
bum to Etta James.
 After parting ways 
with Warner Bros., James 
signed with the independent 
label Shanachie Records and 
released her second studio 
album on March 24, 2009, 
an all-cover set entitled Let's 
Do It Again, in homage to the 
Staple Singers.
 In June 2009, James 
appeared on the Moby album 
Wait for Me, performing the 
vocal on "Walk with Me".
 James' third album 
My Soul, her first with the 
Stax label, was released on 
May 24, 2010, and debuted 
on the US Hip Hop/R&B 
chart at No. 7. 
 On July 31, 2012, 
James released her fourth 
studio album, Loving You 
More... In the Spirit of Etta 
James. Originally the album 

was going to have one song 
honoring Etta James, but 
with her death it became a 
full tribute album. It was 
released by Shanachie Re-
cords. 
 On July 8, 2014, 
James released her fifth stu-
dio album, Fall For You. The 
album's first two singles, 
"Say That" feat. Anthony 
Hamilton and "Fall For 
You" both reached Top 15 
on the Billboard Urban AC 
charts, with "Fall For You" 
reaching No. 12. James sup-
ported her album with tours 
nationwide, including per-
formances at Essence Music 
Festival, Arizona Jazz Fest, 
San Diego Jazz Fest, and the 
Capitol Jazz Fest. 

MENU TIPS
Savor the summer with sweet treats
 It’s that time 
of year again! Warmer 
weather calls for sum-
mer road trips, long days 
at the beach, and poolside 
gatherings with family and 
friends. Make your next 
summer adventure extra 
special, and very sweet, by 
bringing along the ultimate 
snack, HI-CHEW™.
 Made with real 
fruit juices and purees, 
HI-CHEW’s immensely 
chewy texture and intense-
ly fruity flavor make it the 
ideal candy to add to your 
summer escapades. Not 
only is the candy fruity and 
chewy, but it is also 100 
percent free of gluten, cho-
lesterol and artificial col-
ors, making it a balanced 
treat for everyone to enjoy.
 Road trips are 
never complete without 
the perfect snack selection. 
Stock up on HI-CHEW™ 
sticks and mixed bags, two 
convenient formats for any 
journey ahead. The classic 
sticks include 10 individu-
ally wrapped chews, mak-
ing your favorite flavor a 
packing essential. 
 It’s available in 
seven delicious, real-fruit 
flavors that bring satisfy-
ing juiciness in each and 
every chew: Strawberry, 
Green Apple, Mango, 
Grape, Banana, Kiwi and 
Açaí. The sticks can easily 
fit in a pocket or bag, al-
lowing your favorite candy 
to be enjoyed anywhere on 
the go.
 Long days at the 
beach can be relaxing, but 
sometimes you need to 
bring along the fun in the 
sun. 
 Add a burst of vi-
brant flavor to your sunset 
experience with a variety 
of fruit flavors, available in 
mixed bags. Pick up a HI-
CHEW™ Original Mix, 
Tropical Mix or Sours Mix 
for your beautiful beach 
day and your friends and 
family will appreciate the 
assortment. 
 To fill your beach 
totes with the most popular 
flavors, the Original Mix 

includes classic favorites 
such as Strawberry, Green 
Apple, Mango and Grape in 
a large 14.1-oz. bag, perfect 
for groups. 
 A l t e r n a t i v e l y , 
transport your taste buds to 
paradise with the Tropical 
Mix, which includes an ex-
otic twist with a mix of Kiwi, 
Mango and Pineapple flavors 
in a 3.53-oz. bag. 
Lastly, for a sour citrus tang, 
Sours Mix comes in a 3.17-
oz. bag with three flavors 
including Grapefruit, Lem-
on and Lime. Each piece is 
individually wrapped and 
delivers a bright and flavor-
ful taste, making it great for 
sharing with friends.
 If you’re feeling cre-
ative while hanging poolside, 
try infusing the candy into a 
refreshing cocktail. Delicious 
to sip and simple to make, all 
you need to do is dissolve a 
HI-CHEW™ piece in a li-
quor of choice and mix in 
your favorite cocktail ingre-
dients. The infusion ratio is 
one piece of chewy candy per 
ounce of liquor; just soak the 
candy until it dissolves. For 
starters, try this margarita-in-
spired cocktail with a mango 
candy twist:
 Mango Chile-rita
 1½ ounces Mango 
HI-CHEW™ Infused Re-
posado Tequila
 1 ounce fresh orange 
juice
 ¾ ounce fresh lime 
juice
 ½ ounce simple syr-
up
 1 dash Bittermens 
Hellfire Habanero Shrub (op-
tional)
 Kosher salt and cay-
enne pepper for garnish
 Run a lime wedge 
along the lip of one half of a 
rocks glass, then roll that side 
of the glass in an equal-parts 
mix of kosher salt and cay-
enne pepper. 
 Measure all the in-
gredients into a cocktail 
shaker. Fill with ice, shake 
vigorously, then strain over 
fresh ice in the prepared 
rocks glass.
 You can learn more 
and purchase HI-CHEW™ 

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

 Chicagoan Jodie 
Christian is a flawless jazz 
pianist whose fame came late 
perhaps because he remained 
in his hometown.
 A self-described "pro-
fessional sideman," he has per-
formed and recorded with Stan 
Getz, Chet Baker, Sonny Stit, 
Buddy Montgomery, Roscoe 
Mitchell and others since his 
career began nearly 50 years 
ago.
 Early inspiration 
came from his parents, both 
self-taught pianist who played 
for church and house parties.
 Christian studied at 
Chicago School of Music in the 
1940s and fortified his piano 
technique by playing in church.
 The life-long south-
sider was among charter mem-
bersof Chicago's musician's 
cooperative, the Association 
for the Advancement of Cre-
ative Musicians in 1965.
 Although avant garde 
influences are evident in Chris-
tian's playing, he considers 
himself a bebop-influenced 
player able to stretch out.
 Christian began to 
gain wider notice after record-
ing two albums as leader for 
Chicago's Delmark label and 
being chosen in 1994 as an Arts 
Midwest Jazz Master.
As well as a leader, Christian 
is a much-in-demand sideman 
and educator.
 He is actively de-
voted to his community and 
conducts jazz programs in the 
public schools and performs in 
outdoor neighborhood concerts 
for Chicago's youth.

Jodie Christian

Hamilton James

The Magicians Table will bring magic to Playhouse Square
 The Magi-
cians Table will bring 
its magic to Playhouse 
Square August 26 to 
September 20.
 Enter the pri-
vate performance space 
of Dieter Roterburg, 
famed carnival owner 
and magician for one 
of the best magic shows 
in Cleveland… it’s a 
night you’ll never for-

get 
 Enjoy two hours 

 The Magicians Table will bring its magic 
to Playhouse Square August 26 to September 20.

and music, for an un-
forgettable evening of 

entertainment. Prepare 
to be astonished and left 
speechless.
 Arrive an hour 
before the show to expe-
rience an enchanting ar-
ray of immersive magic 
performances from our 
world-class magicians. 
 This exclusive 
pre-show experience in-
vites you to engage with 
skilled illusionists, as they 
create captivating mo-
ments right before your 

eyes. From breathtaking 
sleight of hand to mind-
boggling illusions, each 
performance is designed 
to pull you into the world 
of magic and wonder. 
 Whether you are 
a seasoned magic enthusi-
ast or a curious newcomer, 
this intimate setting prom-
ises to leave you spell-
bound and craving more 
before the main event be-
gins.
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Woodland Automotive
9300 Woodland Avenue
 Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 229-1957

Hours: Mon. - Sat. - 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

We Sell 
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From The Old Cleveland Arena 

Old Boxing:
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Cleveland Arena Boxing Collectibles Wanted
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Call (216) 721-1674 - Paying Top Dollar

A-1 BATTERY SHOP
Free Battery Installation 

Free System Testing

Complete Line Of New Batteries
ALL BATTERIES GUARANTEED

Factory Seconds
$60.00 and Up

Reconditioned
$40.00 

2935 Detroit Road
(Just Across Detroit - Superior Bridge)

(216) 861-6001

We Pay Cash For Scrap Batteries
Visit Website: a1batteryshop.com
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Singer James Gilstrap, who sang back-up for the greatest artist, died
 Singer James 
Gilstrap died on July 18,  
at the age of 79. 
 He is best 
known for his 1975 solo 
hit single “Swing Your 
Daddy,” as well as sing-
ing co-lead to the theme 
from the television se-
ries Good Times.
 Gilstrap was 
born in Daingerfield, 
Texas, on November 
10, 1946, to Jodie and 
Pearlie Mae (Tolbert) 
Gilstrap. 
 He joined the 
U.S. Navy Reserve. He 
began his career in the 
music industry when he 
returned from serving in 
the Vietnam War. Early 
groups he worked with 
include the Doodletown 
Pipers and The Cul-
tures.
 In the early 
1970s, Gilstrap was one 
of the backing vocal-
ists in Stevie Wonder’s 
backing outfit, “Won-
derlove”, appearing on 
Wonder’s albums, Talk-
ing Book and Innervi-
sions.
 Gilstrap sang 
the opening two lines 
of the Wonder song, 
“You Are the Sunshine 
of My Life” (with Lani 
Groves singing the next 
two lines). He subse-
quently signed a record-
ing contract with Chel-

Bell Records.
 Besides his 
solo career, he worked 
with almost every great 
artist of our time:
 Amaia Mon-
tero
 Amy Grant 
 Angela Bofill 
 Anita Baker:
 Aretha Frank-
lin
 Art Garfunkel
 Bill Withers 
 Boney James
 Boz Scaggs  
 Sonny Terry   
 Brownie Mc-
Ghee
 Carl Anderson
 Carrie Lucas
 Céline Dion
 Dana Glover
 Dave Grusin
 Dave Koz
 David Foster
 Dee Dee 
Bridgewater
 Diana DeGar-
mo 
 Dianne Reeves  
 Dionne War-
wick 
 The Disney Af-
ternoon Songbook: Mu-
sic from Hit TV Shows 
(1990)
 The Music of 
Disney: A Legacy in 
Song (1992)
 Disney’s Music 
from the Park (1996)
 Disney’s Rock-
A-Bye Baby: Soft 

Hits for Little Rockers 
(1996)
 Matrix Revolu-
tions [Original Motion 
Picture Soundtrack] 
(2003)
 Donald Byrd
 Elkie Brooks
 Elton John 
 The Magical 
Music of Disney (1995)
 Gene Page  
 Close Encoun-
ters (1978)
 George Benson  
 George Duke
 Gladys Knight  
 Hanne Boel
 Harry Styles  
 Harvey Mason  
 Henry Mancini  
 Herbie Han-
cock 
 Hiroshima 
 Irene Cara
 J a c k s o n 
Browne
 James Ingram  
 King Kong: 
Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack (2005)
 James Taylor
 Joe Cocker
 Joe Sample
 Joey Lawrence
 John Hiatt
 John Powell
 Ice Age: The 
Meltdown [Origi-
nal Motion Picture 
Soundtrack] (2006)
 Johnny Gill  
 Johnny Mathis

 José Feliciano  
              June Pointer
  Kanye West  
 Kelis 
 Kenny G  
 Kenny Log-
gins   L e o 
Sayer   Leon-
ard Cohen   
Linda Lewis   
Linda Ronstadt
 Lionel Richie
 Luther Van-
dross  
 Anastasia: Mu-
sic From the Motion 
Picture (1997)
 Martha Davis  
 Martha Reeves  
 M a s a y o s h i 
Takanaka 
 Melissa Man-
chester 
 M i c h a e l 
Bolton   M i -
chael Jackson 
 Minnie Riper-
ton
 Nancy Wilson
 Narada Mi-
chael Walden
 Neil Diamond
 Neil Young
 Norman Con-
nors
 Olivia New-
ton-John
 Patrick Doyle
 Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes 
Soundtrack (2011)
 Sarah Vaughan

sea Records in 1975. 
His recording of the 
Kenny Nolan-penned 
“Swing Your Daddy” 
was a number 4 hit in 
the UK Singles Chart in 
April 1975, and reached 
number 10 in the US 
Billboard Black Singles 
chart.
  The song 
peaked at number 64 in 
Australia and number 
one in the Netherlands.
 He also record-
ed two albums of his 
own during the 1970s. 
The first, titled Swing 
Your Daddy, contained 
three more singles in 
“I’m on Fire” (cover-
ing 5000 Volts; it made 
number 78 in the U.S., 
and number 19 in Can-
ada for one chart ap-
pearance), “House of 
Strangers”, and “Put 
Out the Fire.” The sec-
ond album, Love Talk 
(1977), was not as suc-

cessful.
 G i l s t r a p 
worked as a session art-
ist for the UK singer 
Elkie Brooks on her 
album Live and Learn 
(1979), among other 
performances.
 He can be 
heard in a vocal per-
formance on Quincy 
Jones’ 1974 jazz-funk 
composition “Soul Saga 
(Song Of The Buffalo 
Soldier)”, from Jones’ 
Body Heat album. Gil-
strap also provided the 
male lead vocals for 
the theme music to the 
1970s television pro-
gram Good Times. “I’ve 
Got You Where I Want 
You” (1975) was used 
in the soundtrack of the 
film Three Days of the 
Condor.
  In addition, he 
sang the theme song for 
the 1990s cartoon se-
ries TaleSpin. He also 
sang backing vocals 
on records by Whitney 
Houston and on the 
soundtrack of Grease. 
He did an original song 
for the Japanese film 
Survive Style 5+ en-
titled “A Lament”.
 G i l s t r a p 
worked with the group 
Side Effect on their 
track “Run, Run, Run” 
that was released on 

Saar

Modern assemblage artist Betye Saar dies
 Modern assem-
blage artist Betye Saar 
died on July 20 at the 
age of 99.
 She was an 
American artist known 
for her work in the me-
dium of assemblage. 
She was a visual sto-
ryteller and an accom-
plished printmaker. Saar 
was a part of the Black 
Arts Movement in the 
1970s, which engaged 
myths and stereotypes 
about race and feminin-
ity.
 Her work is 
considered highly po-
litical, as she challenged 
negative ideas about 
African Americans 
throughout her career; 
Saar is best known for 
her artwork that cri-
tiques anti-Black racism 
in the United States.
 Saar was born 
Betye Irene Brown on 
July 30, 1926, to Jef-
ferson Maze Brown and 
Beatrice Lillian Parson 
in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia.
 Both parents 
attended the University 
of California, Los An-
geles, where they met. 
Saar spent her early 
years in Los Angeles.
 After her fa-
ther’s death in 1931, 
Saar and her mother, 
brother, and sister 
moved in with her pater-
nal grandmother, Irene 
Hannah Maze, in the 
Watts neighborhood in 
Los Angeles. The fam-
ily then moved to Pasa-
dena, California, to live 
with Saar’s maternal 
great-aunt Hatte Parson 
Keys and her husband 
Robert E. Keys.
 Growing up, 
Saar collected various 
ephemera and regularly 
created and repaired 
objects. Her college 
education began with 
art classes at Pasadena 
City College and con-
tinued at the University 
of California, Los An-
geles, after she received 
a tuition award from an 
organization that raised 
funds to send minority 
students to universities.
 Saar earned a 
B.A. in design in 1947. 

She went on to gradu-
ate studies at California 
State University, Long 
Beach, University of 
Southern California, 
California State Univer-
sity, Northridge, and the 
American Film Insti-
tute.
 During her 
time in graduate school, 
she married Richard 
Saar and gave birth to 
three daughters: Tracye, 
Alison, and Lezley.
 Saar started 
her adult life as a social 
worker, and then later 
pursued her passion for 
art.
  She began her 
graduate education in 
1958, originally work-
ing towards a career 
in teaching design. 
However, a printmak-
ing class she took as 
an elective changed the 
direction of her artistic 
interests. She described 
printmaking as her 
“segue from design into 
fine arts,”
 In Saar’s early 
work she collected rac-
ist imagery and con-
tinued throughout her 
career. She was inspired 
to create assemblages 
by a 1967 exhibition by 
found object sculptor, 
Joseph Cornell.
 She was also 
greatly influenced by 
Simon Rodia’s Watts 
Towers, which she wit-
nessed being built in 
her childhood. Saar 
said that she was “fas-
cinated by the materials 
that Simon Rodia used, 
the broken dishes, sea 
shells, rusty tools, even 
corn cobs—all pressed 
into cement to create 
spires. To me, they were 
magical.”
 In oral history 

 Saar’s work is considered highly political, as she challenged 
negative ideas about African Americans throughout her career; Saar is best 
known for her artwork that critiques anti-Black racism in the United States.

interviews, Saar later 
recalled seeing exten-
sive African, Oceanic, 
and Egyptian art on a 
visit to the Field Muse-
um in Chicago as being 
“an important step in 
my development as an 
artist ... They had rooms 
and rooms of it. I had 
never seen that much.” 
She found the robe of an 
African chief especially 
meaningful.
 She began to 
create work that con-
sisted of found objects 
arranged within boxes 
or windows, with items 
that drew from vari-
ous cultures to reflect 
her own mixed ances-
try: African American, 
Irish, and Native Ameri-
can.
 Rejection of 
white feminism and re-
claiming the black fe-
male body
 Saar was raised 
by her Aunt Hattie, who 
influenced her identity 
as a Black woman. Saar 
described her great-aunt 
as a woman with dignity 
and poise, which im-
pacted her depiction of 
the Black female body.
  This impact is 
evident in a work Saar 
dedicated to her great-
aunt titled Record For 
Hattie, 1972. Saar’s re-
jection of white femi-
nism initially pushed 
her artistic focus on the 
Black male but in the 
1970s she shifted her 
focus to the Black fe-
male body. 
 Record For 
Hattie is a mixed media 
assemblage made from 
an antique jewelry box. 
Inside the top of the 

jewelry box is a broken 
picture frame contain-
ing a faded picture of 
a woman, representing 
her Aunt Hattie. 
 Su r round ing 
the picture frame rose 
materials are sewn along 
with a red and white star 
and crescent moon pen-
dent. In the bottom of 
the jewelry box there 
is a metal cross on the 
right side, a red leather 
wallet in the middle, on 
top is an image of child, 
and on the left there are 
sewing materials.
 During the 
1970s Saar responded 
to the racism, fetishiza-
tion, and eroticization 
of the Black female 
body by reclaiming it. 
Saar’s work resisted the 
artistic style of primitiv-
ism, as well as the white 
feminist movement 
that refused to address 
issues of race. Saar’s 
work is a result of the 
convergence of Black 
power, spirituality and 
mysticism, astrology, 
and feminism, as seen 
in Black Girl’s Window, 
1969.
 Black Girl’s 
Window is an as-
semblage piece made 
from an old window, 
in which the painted 
silhouette of a girl 
presses her face and 
hands against the pane. 
Above her head are nine 
smaller window panes 
arranged three by three, 
which display various 
symbols and images, 
including moons and 
stars, a howling wolf, 
a sketched skeleton, 
an eagle with the word 
“love” across its chest, 
and a tintype woman.

 In the 1960s, 
Saar began collecting 
images of Aunt Jemi-
ma, Uncle Tom, Little 
Black Sambo, and oth-
er stereotyped African 
American figures from 
folk culture and adver-
tising of the Jim Crow 
era. She incorporated 
them into collages and 
assemblages, trans-
forming them into state-
ments of political and 
social protest.
  The Libera-
tion of Aunt Jemima is 
one of her most notable 
works from this era. In 
this mixed-media as-
semblage, Saar utilized 
the stereotypical mam-
my figure of Aunt Jemi-
ma to subvert traditional 
notions of race and gen-
der. “It’s like they abol-
ished slavery but they 
kept Black people in 
the kitchen as Mammy 
jars,” Saar said of what 
drove her to make the 
piece. “I had this Aunt 
Jemima, and I wanted 
to put a rifle and a gre-
nade under her skirts. I 
wanted to empower her. 
I wanted to make her a 
warrior. I wanted peo-
ple to know that Black 
people wouldn’t be en-
slaved by that.”
 Saar’s famed 
Aunt Jemina assem-
blage is laid inside of 
a shoebox-sized frame, 
plastered with Aunt 
Jemima advertisements. 
A caricatured sculpture 
of Aunt Jemima pres-
ents a notepad with a 
photograph of a Mam-
my with a white baby 
depicted. The Aunt 
Jemima sculpture holds 
a broom and a rifle, 
subverting her happy 
servant and caregiver 
stereotype by way of a 
militant alter ego who 
demands her own agen-
cy and power. A large, 
clenched fist, echoing 
the Black power sym-
bol, is collaged over and 
partially obscuring the 
Mammy photograph, 
recognizing the aggres-
sive and radical means 
used by African Ameri-
can activists in the 
1970s to fight for their 
rights. Aunt Jemima is 
liberated through trans-
formation from a racist 
domestic caricature into 
an image of Black pow-
er.
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Beachwood business owner arrested for drug possession

13 books that made the Booker Prize longlist for your summer reading
 This year’s Booker 
Prize longlist, announced 
Tuesday, includes 13 books 
covering a wide range of 
genres, from thriller to dysto-
pian sci-fi to love story.
 Two previous win-
ners have made the prestigious 
list again – Douglas Stuart, 
who won for Shuggie Bain in 
2020, and Marlon James, who 
took the prize in 2015 for A 
Brief History of Seven Kill-
ings. Elizabeth Strout is on the 
list as a third-time nominee for 
her latest work The Things We 
Never Say. The longlist also 
includes three debut authors.
 Mary Beard, chair 
of the Booker Prize 2026 
judges, said in a statement: 
“Every writer on our longlist 
brilliantly musters the power 
of words on the page to take 
the reader to new places, to see 
old places from new angles, to 
change minds.”
 The Booker Prize is 
awarded each year to an author 
for a book published in Eng-
lish in the U.K. and/or Ireland 
between Oct. 1 and Sept. 30. 
The 2025 prize went to David 
Szalay for Flesh. 
 Six shortlisted au-
thors will each receive £2,500, 
about $3,300. The winner of 
the prize, to be announced at 
a London ceremony on Nov. 
9, will be awarded £50,000, a 
little more than $66,000.
 Here is the full 
2026 Booker Prize longlist:
 The Shadow of the 
Object, Chloe Aridjis: Flora 
is visiting home in Mexico 
when the family dog leaps up 
and bites her hand. She winds 
up in the hospital where she 
undergoes several surgeries 
under anaesthesia and meets 
Wilhelmina, an elderly Ger-
man woman with pneumonia, 
who collects pre-cinema toys 
and instruments. The  two of 
them embark on a series of 
dream-like conversations in 
the hospital corridors. Wil-
helmina puts on a magic lan-
tern show for Flora, leaving 
her spellbound. When things 
take an unexpected turn, Flora 
finds herself entrusted with an 
important mission. She returns 
to London, where she resumes 
her job polishing silver at a 
jewelery shop, and strikes up 
a strange friendship with Wil-
helmina’s son, Max. As Flora 
dips in and out of her imagina-
tion, she is increasingly aware 
it’s not only the magic lantern 
that projects, and her percep-
tion of reality is subtly altered.
 Switzy, Emma 
Cline: A private plane cuts 
through the winter night, 
somewhere over Greenland. 
David, a retired executive, 

sits back in his leather seat, 

playing solitaire on his phone. 

Click. Click. Drag. Click. The 
notebook in his jacket pocket 
is filled with familiar phrases, 
urgent reminders to himself, 
but he struggles to recognize 
his own handwriting.
 Helen of Nowhere, 
Makenna Goodman: In the 
middle of the countryside, a 
realtor is showing a disgraced 
professor around an idyllic 
house. She speaks not only 
about the home’s many won-
derful qualities but about its 
previous owner, the mystify-
ing Helen, whose presence still 
seems to suffuse every fixture. 
Through hearing stories of 
Helen’s chosen way of living, 
the man begins to see that his 
own story is not actually over-
-rather, he is being offered a 
chance to buy his way into the 
simple life, close to the land, 
that’s always been out of reach 
to him. But as evening fades 
into black, he will learn that 
the asking price may be much 
higher, and stranger, than an-
ticipated. Philosophically and 
formally adventurous, at once 
intimate and cosmic in scope, 
Helen of Nowhere asks: What 
must we give up in exchange 
for true happiness?
 The End of Every-
thing, M. John Harrison: War 
can settle disputes, topple ty-
rants, and bend the trajectory 
of civilization—sometimes 
to the breaking point. From 
Troy to Hiroshima, moments 
when war has ended in utter 
annihilation have reverber-
ated through the centuries, 
signaling the end of political 
systems, cultures, and epochs. 
Though much has changed 
over the millennia, human na-
ture remains the same. Modern 
societies are not immune from 
the horror of a war of extinc-
tion. In The End of Every-
thing, military historian Victor 
Davis Hanson narrates a series 
of sieges and sackings that 
span the age of antiquity to the 
conquest of the New World to 
show how societies descend 
into barbarism and oblitera-
tion. In the stories of Thebes, 
Carthage, Constantinople, and 
Tenochtitlan, he depicts war’s 
drama, violence, and folly. 
Highlighting the naivete that 
plagued the vanquished and 
the wrath that justified mass 
slaughter, Hanson delivers a 
sobering call to contemporary 
readers to heed the lessons of 
obliteration lest we blunder 
into catastrophe once again.
 The Disappearers, 
Marlon James: In 1988, eight 
men in Kingston, Jamaica, 
begin rehearsals for a play. 
The men are strangers to one 
another and each has a dif-

ferent reason for being there. 

But they share one inescap-

able truth: All of them are gay 

and all of them must contend 
with the dangers that such a 
truth lays bare. One night the 
men are savagely attacked and 
one of them is killed. As their 
bodies heal, the survivors are 
forced to face the hatred and 
rage that the attack made plain. 
Some try to ignore what the at-
tack unearthed. Others double 
down on retribution.In The 
Disappearers, Marlon James 
has written both a propulsive 
crime story and a compassion-
ate exploration of survival and 
connection. Full of fascinating 
characters, penetrating humor, 
and unapologetic sex, this 
spellbinding novel is as much 
a page-turner as it is a finely 
etched portrait of queer life in 
Jamaica.
 Black Bag, Luke 
Kennard: The unnamed nar-
rator of Black Bag, an out-of-
work actor living in London, 
has finally landed himself a 
role, and it’s a doozy. Adver-
tised on the “admirably can-
did” website strange-acting-
jobs.org, the role demands that 
he sit silent and unmoving at 
the back of a university lec-
ture theatre for one whole 
term, dressed in nothing but 
a black leather bag. He will 
be paid in cash. He cannot 
believe his luck. “This is my 
big chance to do absolutely 
nothing, as thoroughly as pos-
sible.” The experiment here is 
based on a real-life one con-
ducted by Charles Goetzinger 
in 1967 at Oregon State Uni-
versity. Goetzinger had one 
of his students attend classes 
for a semester dressed in a 
big black bag with only their 
feet showing, finding that over 
time the other students’ atti-
tudes changed from hostility 
to acceptance to, eventually, 
friendship. Given enough ex-
posure, it seems, we can come 
to accept anything. Kennard’s 
hero is an affable millennial 
underachiever in his late 30s, 
scraping by doing unbearably 
worthy social issue plays that 
no one watches and lucra-
tive murder-mystery dinner 
theatre for drunken plutocrats 
(he finds the latter “slightly 
less degrading”). Tired of 
his subsistence-level exis-
tence and yearning for a part 
he can play with conviction, 
he jumps at the chance to be 
Black Bag. The particulari-
ties are explained by the won-
derfully bland Dr Blend, the 
course convener who is run-
ning the experiment. “Bag is 
to be characterless,” he notes. 
“The occasional involuntary 
movement will be allowed.” 
Impressed by Blend and his 
claim that they are “testing 

life itself”, the narrator prom-

ises to give it his absolute all. 

“About half should be suffi-

cient,” observes Dr Blend. As 
the experiment gets under way, 
the narrator enlists the help of 
his childhood friend Claudio, 
a successful livestreamer who 
immediately sees the possi-
bilities for monetisation (Bag 
Coin, anyone?). Apparently, 
Black Bag chimes with some-
thing in the zeitgeist. “I think 
it’s a statement about being a 
man,” offers Claudio. “A re-
jection of the current options.” 
Black Bag also piques the in-
terest of Justine Pearce, a post-
humanist professor who wish-
es to strike up a relationship 
in aid of her research on “the 
coming technocracy”. “This 
is exactly what I want. To be 
comprehensively desired, with 
a key factor missing. I am a 
person. You are an absence. 
Ultimately, I would like to 
fuck nothing.” Meanwhile, the 
narrator grows increasingly at-
tached to his bag, wearing it 
in his spare time, while in the 
background there are sightings 
of other Black Bags and talk of 
a secret bag society.
 The Renovation, 
Kenan Orhan: A woman dis-
covers that her bathroom has 
been remodeled into a prison 
cell—where she is an unlikely 
inmate—in this surreal novel 
of exile, grief, memory, and 
migration.In Salerno, Italy, 
Dilara spends her days car-
ing for her aging father and 
her hypochondriac husband. 
Since leaving her native Is-
tanbul, she’s been unable to 
find a job—adrift, she be-
comes increasingly fixated on 
domestic improvement, spe-
cifically on the renovation of 
a second bathroom. When the 
work is completed, she enters 
and finds herself not in a bath-
room but in a prison cell, and 
a Turkish one at that. As she 
tries and fails to conceal the 
unfortunate discovery from 
her husband, she confronts the 
prison’s other inhabitants—
the buffoonish guards who 
refuse to believe her conun-
drum; the other women who 
begin filling the cells beyond 
hers—and the strange things 
that drift through the smell of 
the Bosporus, her mother’s 
voice, calls to prayer . . . Has 
she gone mad? Is she the vic-
tim of a terrible prank? Is it a 
portal, a dream, a simulation? 
As she burrows deeper into 
her cell, her life beyond it be-
gins to fall apart—her husband 
disappears, her father’s grip on 
reality loosens, political dicta-
torship threatens to destroy ev-
erything worth keeping. In his 
slender, disquieting first novel, 
Kenan Orhan tells a story of 
modern migration like no oth-
er. The Renovation is a tragic 

comedy of displacement, a sto-

ry that remodels its own form 

to the dazzling inevitable end.
 May We Feed the 
King, Rebecca Perry: She is a 
curator, who spends her time 
dressing the rooms of his-
toric buildings to bring them 
to life. But in the lush private 
quarters of a medieval palace, 
she finds herself so transfixed 
by the reign of an almost-for-
gotten King that the edges of 
her life begin to blur. He is a 
reluctant ruler with no hunger 
for power, rushed to the throne 
after the untimely deaths of his 
older brothers. But it isn’t long 
before whispers begin to fly 
around the court. And with the 
growing belief that the King is 
not fit for the throne comes the 
idea that another might rule 
in his stead.May We Feed the 
King dances between the lives 
of a historical subject who 
risks the future of his kingdom 
and a woman who turns to the 
past to hide from her present. 
Laced with desire and longing, 
it is a playful, stirring medita-
tion on history and storytell-
ing: on what makes a King 
‘Great’, and a life meaningful.
 The Palm House, 
Gwendoline Riley: Laura 
Miller and Edmund Putnam 
have been friends for a long 
time. Theirs is a happy meet-
ing of minds, with long eve-
nings spent huddled in an 
ancient pub by the Thames, 
where they share office gossip, 
reflect on their teenage pas-
sions, and lament the state of 
the world. Recently, though, 
Putnam has been harder to 
reach: He has lost his father, 
and the magazine to which he 
has dedicated his life has been 
hijacked by an insufferable 

new editor, Simon “Shove” 

Halfpenny. Laura has her own 

problems: Living in London, 

a beautiful but also indiffer-
ent city, with a prickly mother 
to manage and a tricky past 
to contemplate, she finds that 
day-to-day life presents its dif-
ficulties. And as Putnam starts 
to sink into despondency, she 
must try to bring him back. A 
novel of enduring friendships 
and small mercies, The Palm 
House offers us Gwendoline 
Riley’s trademark keen obser-
vation and wit, and leaves us 
with a sense of possibility.
 The Things We 
Never Say, Elizabeth Strout: 
Artie Dam is living a double 
life. He spends his days teach-
ing history to eleventh graders, 
expanding their young minds, 
correcting their casual cruel-
ties, and lending a kind word 
to those who need it most. He 
goes to holiday parties with 
his wife of three decades, 
makes small talk with neigh-
bors, and, on weekends, takes 
his sailboat out on the beauti-
ful Massachusetts Bay. He is, 
by all appearances, present 
and alive. But inside, Artie is 
plagued by feelings of isola-
tion. He looks out at a world 
gone mad—at himself and the 
people around him—and turns 
a question over and over in his 
mind: How is it that we know 
so little about one another, 
even those closest to us? And 
then, one day, Artie learns that 
life has been keeping a secret 
from him, one that threatens 
to upend his entire world. 
Once he learns it, he is forced 
to chart a new course, to re-
consider the relationships he 
holds most dear—and to make 
peace with the mysteries at the 
heart of our existence. Eliza-

beth Strout, as we have come 

to expect, delivers a moving 

exploration of the human con-

dition—one that brims with 
compassion for each and every 
one of her indelible charac-
ters. With exquisite prose and 
profound insight, The Things 
We Never Say takes one 
man’s fears and loneliness and 
makes them universal. And in 
the same breath, captures the 
abiding love that sustains and 
holds us all.
 John of John, 
Douglas Stuart: John of John 
follows John-Calum Macleod, 
broke after art school, as he 
ferries back to Harris’s wind-
swept croft, caught between 
his stern, devout father and 
sharp-tongued grandmother. 
Through lambing and shear-
ing seasons, simmering secrets 
and unspoken desires strain 
family bonds and shake their 
close island community.
 All Them Dogs, 
Djamel White: All Them Dogs 
follows Tony Ward, a young 
Irish gangster returning to 
West Dublin after five years in 
England, where he fled follow-
ing a murder. Tony seeks to 
reclaim his place in the crimi-
nal underworld but finds the 
landscape changed: his mentor 
is dead, his best friend Kenny 
Boyle has gone straight, and 
the local gang dynamics are 
more dangerous than ever. He 
becomes involved with Dar-
ren “Flute” Walsh, a top en-
forcer for crime boss Aengus 
Lavelle, and their relationship 
evolves amid violence, loyalty 
tests, and personal desire
 The Vivisectors, 
Missouri Williams: In a famed 
but crumbling university city 
overrun by nature, where 

power is held in a fragile bal-

ance between academics and 

a contingent of rogue garden-

ers, the reclusive narrator of 

The Vivisectors spends her 
days propping up the career 
of her needy and fraudulent 
professor boss. Then a con-
troversy ruptures her careful 
routine: Adam, a contrarian 
student and an obsession of 
the boss, comes into heated 
conflict with a young profes-
sor, with both men claiming 
discrimination. The crisis sub-
sumes the university, though 
the narrator is unmoved—not 
even the attempted suicide of 
her estranged mother has been 
enough to dispel her lack of 
engagement with the world. 
But when her boss commands 
her to befriend Adam, the nar-
rator finds herself both caught 
up in the events threatening to 
tear the city apart and increas-
ingly drawn to the alluring 
student at the heart of it all. 
Coursing with icy suspense 
and told with violent preci-
sion, The Vivisectors is a new 

kind of love story for an age of 

deteriorated communication. 

With the unsparing style and 

intellectual ambition that made 

her award-winning debut The 

Doloriad a celebrated provoca-

tion, Missouri Williams holds 

a mirror up to humanity’s most 

intimate contradictions and 

reflects them back through a 

novel of profound, spiky spiri-

tual reckoning.

 Enjoy a good book!

 Robert Mitchell, 
49, of Aurora, who owns a 
business registered in Beach-
wood, was arrested earlier this 
month in his work SUV on 
West Huron Avenue at Ontario 
Street, just a few blocks from 
the federal courthouse where 
he now faces drug trafficking 
charges for being in posses-
sion of 35 pounds of cocaine.
 According to pub-
lic records, Mitchell owns Im-
maculate Management LLC, 
a business he incorporated in 
2003 with an address in a large 
office building on Enterprise 
Parkway in Beachwood. He 
and his wife bought a $2.5 mil-
lion home in Aurora in 2024, 
and paid the $50,000/year 
property tax according to Por-
tage County property records.
 Mitchell pleaded 
not guilty.

 His arrest led to a 
dispute over his bond on Mon-
day. U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Jennifer Dowdell Armstrong 
ordered Mitchell released on 
a $20,000 unsecured bond and 
placed on home detention with 
electronic location monitoring.
 Prosecutors imme-
diately appealed the decision 
to U.S. District Judge David 
Ruiz, arguing that Mitchell 
poses both a flight risk and a 
danger to the community.
 Dowdell Arm-
strong granted prosecutors’ 
request to keep Mitchell in jail 
while Ruiz considers the ap-
peal.
 Mitchell’s attorney, 
Steven Bradley, said he does 
not yet have enough informa-
tion to comment on the allega-
tions. He said the conditions 
imposed by the magistrate 

judge were sufficient to protect 
the public and ensure Mitchell 
appears for future court hear-
ings.
 “We’re hopeful that 
the judge will agree with the 
findings of the magistrate, that 
he’s entitled to pretrial release 
while he defends the case,” 
Bradley said.
 Ohio State High-
way Patrol troopers stopped 
Mitchell’s SUV, which was 
registered to Immaculate Man-
agement LLC, around 6 p.m. 
on July 17, according to court 
records.
 A drug-sniffing dog 
alerted troopers to the vehicle, 
and investigators found 16 in-
dividually wrapped kilogram 
bricks of cocaine inside a red 
and black bag in the trunk, ac-
cording to court records. Pros-
ecutors estimated the cocaine 

had a street value of about 
$272,000.
 Investigators also 
reported finding several cell-
phones and cash inside the 
SUV, court records say.
 Assistant U.S. At-
torney Kevin Bringman wrote 
in court filings that Drug En-
forcement Administration 
agents searched Mitchell’s 
home later that night and 
found $107,000 in suspected 
drug proceeds and five fire-
arms. Bringman also wrote 
that Mitchell faces a manda-
tory minimum prison sentence 
of 10 years if convicted.
 Mitchell was 
among 18 people arrested in 
a 2005 federal drug investiga-
tion involving a crack cocaine 
trafficking ring at the former 
Morris Black Estates public 
housing complex on Cleve-

land’s East Side. The complex 
has since been replaced by 
Woodhill Estates.
 Mitchell pleaded 
guilty in that case and was sen-
tenced to seven years and sev-
en months in prison. His sen-
tence was reduced to five years 
and eight months in 2008 after 
a retroactive change in federal 
sentencing guidelines lowered 
prison terms for certain crack 
cocaine offenses.
 In Akron, fifteen 
people suspected of running 
a large-scale drug trafficking 
ring are now under federal in-
dictment, police announced.  
 Investigators said 
the suspects operated a “drug 
trafficking pipeline” that ran 
from Akron to Pennsylvania, 
according to the release.

 Authorities seized 

more than 15 pounds of meth-

 One of the many mansions owned by Mitchell.

amphetamine and 50 grams of 
fentanyl — the latter is enough 
for about 25,000 lethal doses, 
according to the Drug En-
forcement Administration — 
as well as two handguns.
 The investigation 
lasted 15 months and included 
Akron police, Summit County 
sheriff’s deputies, Ohio State 
Highway Patrol troopers, DEA 
agents and U.S. Marshals, ac-
cording to the release.
 Fifteen people were 
indicted in Northern Ohio’s 
federal district court on charg-
es of conspiracy to distribute 
methamphetamine and posses-
sion with intent to distribute 
methamphetamine:
Clarence Daniels, 44
Larry Finch, 43
Nicholas Helfrick, 45
Ricardo Allison, 44
Sheldon Bell, 36

John Townsend, 42
Bryce Dittman, 27
Tyler Smith, 28
Anthony Raunikar, 45
Marcus Nixon, 45
John Koza, 45
Earl Breckenridge, 57
Jazzmin Thomas, 30

Samantha Lentz, 31

Craig Consilio, 62

 Another two people 

— not named in the release — 

were also indicted at the state 

level on drug charges related 

to the investigation.
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16802 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags, 
purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!

Visit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today

*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair
*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings

* We Sell All Lines Of Purses
* We Clean Timberland Boots

Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further...
Great Service At A Great Location

Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

(216) 417-0904

Shoerepairsonline.com
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Visit Us 
Dine With US Or Join Us

Edwins
12383 Cedar Road

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
216-921-3333

Edwins Butcher Shop
13024 Buckeye Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-417 1100

Tuesday-Friday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

Edwins Institute 
To Enroll: Call 216-921-3333

6 MonthsTraining
Culinary Arts 

La Bastille at EDWINS on Saturday, July 12 from 6:30 - 10:00 p.m.
 Celebrate freedom and second chances at EDWINS’ annual 
La Bastille event on Saturday, July 12. Enjoy an unforgettable eve-
ning of French-inspired fare, cocktails, live music, and dancing!

Akron approves new process for data centers with requirements
 Akron has ap-
proved new guardrails 
for future data center 
proposals.
 Council unani-
mously passed a new 
process that, among 
other rules, requires 
data centers to be ap-
proved by both the 
city’s planning com-
mission and city coun-
cil.
 “Our zoning 
code was written before 
facilities like modern 
data centers became 
a significant planning 

consideration,” Mayor 
Shammas Malik said 
in a June news re-
lease when the review 
process was first pro-
posed. “This proposal 
creates a thoughtful, 
transparent process 
that allows us to evalu-
ate each project on its 
merits, engage the pub-
lic and ensure we’re 
protecting community 
interests while provid-
ing clarity and predict-
ability for applicants.”
 The legisla-
tion also defines data 

centers and adds them 
to the city’s code and 

conditional use pro-
cess, which requires 

the planning commis-
sion to review propos-
als and make a rec-
ommendation to city 
council ahead of an 
eventual council vote.
 The new rules 
also require data center 
developers to provide 
information about ex-
pected noise, and im-
pacts to water, power 
and sanitary sewer 
systems, said Planning 
Director Kyle Julien.
 “[This ordi-
nance] gives Akron a 
clear and transparent 

framework for eval-
uating data center 
proposals while we 
continue studying 
best practices from 
around the country,” 
Julien said in the re-
lease.
 For future 
data center propos-
als, developers must 
provide detailed 
information about 
expected electricity 
demand, projected 
water use and waste-
water discharge, 
backup power sys-
tems and projected 
noise levels, accord-
ing to the proposal.

 In Akron 
City Council’s plan-
ning committee 
meeting July 27, Ju-
lien added that the 
legislation does not 
necessarily seek to 
limit data centers in 
the city, pointing out 
that businesses, hos-
pitals and other insti-
tutions in the area are 
increasing their use 
of data. 
 Instead, the 
proposal will allow 
for more oversight 
and discussion when 
new centers are pro-
posed, he said.
 “We would 
decide that [a pro-

posed data center’s] 
impacts are minimal 
or not,” Julien said. 
“At least this brings 
us to the point where 
we can consider 
them.”
 In a public 
hearing, several resi-
dents spoke in favor 
of the legislation.
 City staff will 
continue evaluating 
best practices and 
may consider addi-
tional changes in the 
coming months, in-
cluding noise thresh-
olds, buffering from 
residential areas and 
landscaping require-
ments, Julien said.

US diplomats walked out of a United Nations meeting
 US diplomats 
walked out of a United 
Nations meeting after 
France criticized the 
country’s human rights 
record under Donald 
Trump.
 The staged 
walkout, which oc-
curred on Monday 
during a UN security 
council meeting on the 
Ukraine-Russia war, 
came days after the 
Trump administration 
cited “forced labor” al-
legations as it imposed 
sweeping tariffs on doz-
ens of countries.
 Critics accused 
the US president of 
leaning on the claims as 
a “convenient” justifica-
tion for the new duties, 
which were unveiled on 
Thursday.
 The following 
day, the Trump admin-
istration criticized the 
credibility of the UN 
human rights system 
and opposed the reap-
pointment of Volker 
Türk, the UN human 
rights chief, prompting 
an extraordinary inter-
vention on social media 
from France’s UN mis-
sion in Geneva.
 Trump and Ma-
cron sit on low chairs in 
front of two US flags; 
Macron is speaking 
while Trump looks on. 
 Israeli attempt 
to annex West Bank 
would be ‘red line’ for 
US, says Macron
 “The US used 
to be a beacon of human 
rights. Not anymore,” 
the French Geneva mis-
sion said in response. 
“Today, it stands along-
side North Korea, Nica-
ragua, Mali & Russia, 
isolated. And the world 

no longer listens to it.
 “ # A m e r i -
caAlone,” it added.
 Last March, 
Türk said he was “deep-
ly worried by the fun-
damental shift in direc-
tion” in the US. In June, 
Türk took sharp aim 
at the Trump adminis-
tration by calling for 
“prompt, independent, 
impartial and effective 
investigations” into the 
deaths occurring in US 
government immigra-
tion custody.
 In addition 
to the US, nine other 
countries voted no to 
Türk’s re-appointment, 
including Russia, North 
Korea, Israel, Nicara-
gua and Mali. His re-
appointment was ulti-
mately approved, with 
144 countries including 
France, China and the 
UK in favor, while 13 
countries abstained.
 In response to 
the French mission’s 
post, the US ambas-
sador to the UN, Mike 
Waltz, wrote on X on 
Sunday and said: “It is 
disappointing – though 
not surprising – that 
this is how France de-
flects on its shameful 
vote to coddle some of 
the worst human rights 

abusers.
 “France voted 
for someone who has 
been lecturing, free, 
sovereign democracies 
like the United States, 
the UK, and Israel, 
while cozying up to the 
world’s worst oppres-
sors.”
 The US contin-
ued to criticize France 
during Monday’s meet-
ing, with Dan Negrea, 
the US deputy ambas-
sador, claiming that the 
US “remains the beacon 
of liberty for the world”.
 “As such, 
we will not be afford-
ing them the benefit 
of listening to their 
politicized drivel un-
til they renounce their 
condescending and 
disrespectful rhetoric 
and behave in a man-
ner commensurate with 
their seat on this coun-
cil,” said Negrea.
 France’s UN 
ambassador, Jérôme 
Bonnafont, did not 
mention the walkout, 
instead saying on Mon-
day: “The United Na-
tions was created with 
the goal of working 
towards international 
peace and security, hu-
man rights and develop-
ment,” the Associated 

Press reports. “All of 
that forms the spirit in 
which France works 
within the United Na-
tions … to preserve this 
institution, its indepen-
dence, its ability to act 
in service of the charter 
and act to serve human 
rights and peace.”
 The US walk-
out came after Trump 
faced bipartisan criti-
cism over his use of 
“forced labor” as “a 
pretext” for imposing 
controversial new tar-
iffs of between 10% and 
12.5% on imports from 
more than 80 countries. 
Those include long-

standing allies such as 
the UK, Canada, Aus-
tralia, and the European 
Union, alongside Mexi-
co, India and China.
 Criticizing the 
tariffs, Richard Neal, 
the top Democrat on 
the House’s ways and 
means committee, said 
last week: “Forced la-
bor is a real and perva-
sive problem in our sup-
ply chains and demands 
serious enforcement. It 
should never be cheap-
ened into a pretext for a 
tariff policy built on du-
bious legal theories and 
personal grievances.’’

What Grandparents Need to Know About Back to School
By N.Y. AGAGWAL 
Legal Aid Summer Associate 

 If you are tak-
ing care of a grandchild, 
niece, nephew, or any 
other child in your fam-
ily, you are not alone. 
Many grandparents and 
other relatives are step-
ping in to raise kids. 
Sometimes it can be hard 
to help a child in school 
if their parents are not 
around to make decisions 
or take necessary steps. 
 Enrolling the 
Child in School  
 In Ohio, kids 
can enroll in the school 
district where their par-
ents live. However, if a 
child is not living with 
their parent there may 
be problems with trans-
portation and questions 
about custody.  Grand-
parents can enroll chil-
dren who live with them 
by using a Grandparent 
Power of Attorney or 
Caretaker Affidavit. 
 If a caregiver is 
not a grandparent, they 
may need to file for cus-

tody to enroll a child in 
the school where they 
live. Most schools will 
let the child start school 
as soon as those court 
papers are filed, even be-
fore the case is decided. 
 Children who 
are in the custody of a 
County Children Ser-
vices agency can enroll 
where the child lives. If a 
child is living in a tempo-
rary living situation, they 
can stay enrolled in their 
original school and get 
free transportation back 
to that school. A child in 
a temporary living situa-
tion can also enroll in the 
school district where the 
child is now living with-
out all the usual paper-
work required.  
 Getting Infor-
mation from the School 
 Schools must 
keep student records pri-
vate. Parents can access 
information and records 
about a student unless 
there is a specific court 
order saying they cannot 
access that information. 
Grandparents, other fam-

ily members, or friends 
who are raising a child 
can also access informa-
tion about the child. 
 You do not need 
to have any specific legal 
status to get the informa-
tion. However, the school 
may ask for proof that the 
child lives with you. This 
can usually be an official 
letter or a bill with your 
name on it.  
 Help With 
Learning or Behavior 
Problems 
 If the child is 
struggling in class or act-
ing out, they might need 
special education servic-
es. There are two main 
ways schools offer sup-
port. 
 An IEP, or In-
dividualized Education 
Program, gives kids with 
disabilities a learning 
plan just for them. A 504 
Plan lists accommoda-
tions (like more time for 
tests) to help the child ac-
cess their education.  
 If you think the 
child who lives with you 
has a disability which 

affects them at school, 
you can ask the school 
to evaluate them. If there 
is already an IEP or 504 
Plan in place, you can 
ask for a meeting to 
make changes.  
 Raising kids can 
be a challenge. Knowing 
your rights and where to 
turn for support can make 

an enormous difference. 
 If you are a kin-
ship caregiver in need 
of stability supports, 
please contact an Ohio-
KAN Navigator at 844-
644-6526, or visit Ohio-
KAN’s website for more 
information: https://ohio-
kan.ohio.gov .  

 Cleveland City Council placed a 3 month moritorium on the 
planned data center in Slavic Village.

 Netanyahu declared a war criminal for his genocide of Gaza.

 Israeli attempt to annex West Bank would be ‘red line’ for US, 

says Macron “The US used to be a beacon of human rights. Not anymore,” 

the French Geneva mission said in response. “Today, it stands alongside 

North Korea, Nicaragua, Mali & Russia, isolated. And the world no longer 

listens to it.

 The U.N. rights office said on Tuesday it had 
recorded at least 875 killings within the past six weeks 
at aid points in Gaza run by the U.S.- and Israeli-backed 
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation


